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Ministry For the Whole Family 

Christ Reformed UCC is a place where all 

members of the family can find Sabbath rest 

and renewal through worship, Christian edu-

cation, and fellowship.  On Sunday morning, 

our 8:15 a.m. service emphasizes a fluid wor-

ship style with contemporary music.  Our 

10:30 a.m. service is a blended worship expe-

rience, incorporating both traditional and con-

temporary music and more structured devo-

tional elements.   

Our nursery is open from 8:15 a.m. until the 

end of the 10:30 a.m. service for all children 

up to age 4 (or 5 years if rising into kinder-

garten the following fall).  Sunday School for 

all children/youth and Bible study for adults 

is offered from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 

In addition to the 10:30 a.m. Spirit Stars pro-

gram, our Children’s Church ministry is 

available during both worship services.  Ele-

mentary-aged children participating in Chil-

dren’s Church join the congregation in the 

main worship space for a period of time and 

are then invited to a space of their own for an 

age-targeted worship experience.   

Anyone needing special accommodations/

modifications to participate in any of our min-

istries should feel welcome to contact the 

church office ahead of time or ask for assis-

tance upon arrival. Spirit Stars Ministry 
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Where children with  

special needs soar. 



Everyone is welcome, just as they are. 

In chapter 8 of his letter to 

the Romans, Paul declares 

that nothing in all of crea-

tion can separate us from 

the love of God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.  It’s 

God’s initiative and desire 

for relationship with us 

that makes grace possible, 

not our own abilities and efforts.  Where 

we may perceive barriers, God’s Holy 

Spirit goes that extra mile to both bridge 

the gap and make up the difference.  At 

Christ Reformed UCC, it’s our calling to 

create hospitable environments where eve-

ryone can grow in their relationship with 

God. 

 

What is Spirit Stars? 

Spirit Stars is a ministry for youth ages 5 

years and up, designed to provide a sub-

stantive, sensory-rich, and worshipful ex-

perience for children with special needs.  

Based on a reverse inclusion model (see 

below for details), Spirit Stars invites all 

children and youth to grow in their rela-

tionship with the Lord in a way that is 

meaningful and accessible for them.  It is 

offered in the Christ Reformed UCC So-

cial Hall, concurrent with our 10:30 Sun-

day morning worship service.  A certified 

special education teacher with the Freder-

ick County Public Schools serves as our 

ministry leader.   

 

Does my child with special needs have 

to participate in Spirit Stars? 

No.  We at Christ Reformed UCC believe 

the child and his/her caretakers are the ex-

perts in determining where the child can 

best thrive.  All children are welcome in 

our main worship services at any time.  

Spirit Stars is one available option for 

those parents or guardians who decide 

their child would best be served by this 

specialized program. 

 

 

 

 

 

What does ‘reverse inclusion’ mean? 

Many parents of children with special 

needs are torn between wanting their child 

to receive the special care and attention 

they need and wanting them to have op-

portunities for social interaction with peers 

of all ability levels.  A reverse inclusion 

environment allows for the best of both 

worlds.  Spirit Stars is a self-contained 

program in that it is designed specifically 

for children with special needs, but it also 

encourages the participation of children 

who do not necessarily identify as having 

a disability.  Through shared worship and 

fellowship, participants of varied ability 

levels grow as a community and benefit 

from the gifts of one another’s presence. 

How do I find out more? 

Families interested in the Spirit Stars pro-

gram or who have questions about our 

ministries should contact the church  at 

301-371-6610. Registration for Spirit 

Stars is required for children to be left 

without their guardian’s supervision.  For 

those children who will require a one-to-

one aide/buddy, some time may be needed 

to identify and match volunteers. 

 

How can I help? 

Spirit Stars is one of 

a number of new ini-

tiatives at Christ Re-

formed UCC intend-

ed to support and 

empower individuals 

and families impact-

ed by disabilities.  

We are at the begin-

ning of a great and 

rewarding journey 

and need your help.  

Who better to help 

shape this important ministry than those 

who can speak first hand about the unique 

challenges and blessings of living with a 

disability?  Who better to serve as a volun-

teer than those who feel a calling to cele-

brate the inherent dignity of all God’s chil-

dren, regardless of what others may per-

ceive as a disability?  Those interested in 

helping to shape and support our disability 

ministries should contact the church of-

fice. 


