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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.   
Because Jesus has taught us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength,  

and mind, and to love our neighbors as ourselves, we invite people of every race, ethnicity, sexual  
orientation, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability into the worship, 

rites and sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church. 

 Michelle’s Musings:  “Swept Up By The Spirit” 

Spirit Stars Soar at Christ Reformed 

In chapter 8 of his letter to the Romans, Paul reminds us that we‟re all 
„weak‟ in some way; we all have our limitations.  In verse 26, he says that 
even in our most personal interactions with God, we all fall short, saying 
none of us even know how to pray as we ought.  But the good news Paul 
shares is that God doesn‟t abandon us to our inadequacies.  Instead, God 
goes that extra mile, blessing us with the Holy Spirit to both bridge the gap 
and make up the difference.  It‟s God‟s initiative and desire for relationship 
with us that makes grace possible, not our own abilities and efforts. 

Unfortunately, throughout much of human history, some people with 
disabilities have been considered beyond God‟s reach, merely because 
their cognitive development, learning style, or behavioral/emotional tem-
peraments fell outside of what was popularly considered the „normal 
curve.‟  In the best of circumstances, their needs for spiritual formation 
and worship were dismissed because it was believed they were “already 
angels in God‟s eyes,” somehow completed projects incapable of further 
growth.  In the worst of circumstances, these children of God were mar-
ginalized as banes of society, considered beyond redemption.  Both of the-
se perspectives have been tragic in their own right by diminishing and de-
humanizing the individual, denying them growth in their relationship with 
Christ, and shirking the responsibility of the community of faith to be part 
of that growth.  

Fortunately for us at Christ Reformed UCC, we are a blessed people, 
equipped with the knowledge that God is still speaking and granting us 
new ears to hear his eternal truth in a new way.  Empowered by our faith 
in the promises of Romans 8, we‟re pleased to announce the launching of 
the Spirit Stars ministry.  Spirit Stars is a program for youth 5 years and 
up, designed to provide a substantive, sensory-rich, and worshipful experi-
ence for children with special needs. 

This program will be led by Melissa Miller, a certified special education 
teacher, during the second worship service, beginning at 10:30 in the So-
cial Hall.  The format we are using is based on a reverse inclusion model, 

(Continued on page 2) 

Congregational Budget Meeting on Sunday, November 7 
Our constitution calls for a meeting of the congregation on the first Sunday of November to adopt 
a budget for the next year.  You are encouraged to attend that meeting which will take place at 

9:15 am in the Chapel on Sunday, November 7th. 
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See Insert for More Details 
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Families interested in participating in the Spirit Stars program should contact Michelle Beadle at 
michelle.beadle@comcast.net or 301-371-6610 to register. 

which means that children who may not have „special needs‟ are also welcome to join in, believ-
ing that all children benefit when given a chance to experience a diversity of learning and wor-
ship styles together. 

In the later part of Romans 8, Paul declares that nothing in all of creation can separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Which is good news, because in a way, when it 
comes to our relationship with the Lord, we all register low on the aptitude scale.  And certain-
ly, none of us are qualified to determine at what point a person is able to commune with 
his/her Creator.  Our job is simply to create hospitable environments where everyone can be 
swept up in the Spirit‟s embrace and set free to be a Spirit Star. 

~Michelle 

Hunger and Homelessness 

Even as we do the important work of restoring the 
"home" for our church we are called to be mindful of 
those for whom homelessness and hunger are a part 
of daily existence. November 14-20 is set aside as Na-
tional Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week. 
There are many activities taking place around Freder-
ick to raise awareness and support. 

 The Alan Linton Cold Weather Shelter is seeking 

volunteers, 18 or older, who are willing to com-
mit to three shifts during the mid-November- 
March shelter season. Shifts are 6:00-8:30 and 
8:30-11:00. The Day Shelter is also seeking vol-
unteers who are available between 9:00 a.m. and 
3:00 p.m. A brief training session is mandatory 
for all volunteers and the dates are: Wednesday, 
11/3 (7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.) or November 13, De-
cember 4 (10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.) To register for 
training call the shelter at 301-631-2670. 

 Interfaith Candlelight Prayer Walk. November 14 

at 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Pray at designated 
sites in downtown Frederick where the hungry 
and homeless are served. Meet at 6:30 p.m. out-
side the Frederick Community Action Agency. 
Dessert and reflection time will follow at Beacon 
House, 419 W. South Church Street. 

 "Taylor‟s Campaign," a "gripping, humorous and 

insightful" look at homelessness in Santa Monica, 
California. Will be shown Sunday, November 7, at 
Rosenstock Auditorium at Hood College at 7PM. 

 We‟ll have a screening of "Waging a Living" at 

our church on Tuesday, November 16th, at 7:00 
p.m. in the Chapel. The documentary looks at 

four families, who represent the more than 30 
million Americans whose low-wage jobs do not 
provide the basics for a decent life. It captures 
the dreams, frustrations and accomplishments of 
a diverse group of workers who live from 
paycheck to paycheck. It offers a sobering view of 
the elusive American dream. 

Our ongoing collection of food for the Middletown 
Food Bank takes place each week. At a time when food 
pantry shelves are too often bare, we can help feed the 
hungry who live in our community. 

New Florist for Church Flowers 

For more than a year, Mountainside Florist 
in Boonsboro has provided the flower ar-
rangements for the sanctuary and Chapel 
altars.  Carol Wilt came to our rescue on 
very short notice when our previous florist 

closed.  We have enjoyed a good relationship and ap-
preciate the work she has done for us.  However, with 
the opening of a new florist shop in Middletown, we 
believe it is important that we support our local busi-
ness community. 

Britt Floral Designs recently opened in the same 
location on Main Street as the previous florist.  Laura 
Britt is now supplying the arrangements for the Chapel 
altar.  The cost will be $35.00 for the arrangement.  
We will continue to use a single arrangement in the 
Chapel, but will be using our vases when we are back 
in the sanctuary.  The cost will remain at $35.00.  
There is no delivery charge.  If you would like some-
thing special, there may be an additional charge.  If 
you have any questions, please see Diana Corl or call 
301-371-7737. 

Notes 



Notes (continued) 

Visiting German Pastor 

We recently learned that Rev. Thomas Vesterling, a 
pastor from our sister denomination in Germany, will 
be arriving in Middletown on December 1. He is cur-
rently working at First Congregational UCC in Washing-
ton, DC. 

Our request for help in providing him housing while 
with us was generously responded to by a number of 
members of the congregation, but CRUCC member 
RaeAnn Butler made an offer too good to pass up.  
RaeAnn is Administrator at Edenton Retirement Com-
munity and offered Thomas the use of one of their 
model apartments for the duration of his stay. She also 
invited him to eat meals in the dining facility. Thomas is 
delighted with this option. Having a single place to live 
for the three months will simplify his life. Many thanks 
to RaeAnn and the Edenton organization! 

With his housing in place, that will allow us to show 
hospitality to Thomas by inviting him to dinner in mem-
bers‟ homes. As we get closer to his arrival, we‟ll give 
you contact information for inviting him for a meal or 
other social outing. 

The model apartment is furnished but is missing a 
few items that will make it "home" for Thomas. These 
include: 

 Coffee maker  
 Toaster or toaster oven 
 Four coffee cups  
 Small set of pots and pans  
 Tea kettle 
 Set of drinking glasses  
 Blanket for a full-sized bed 
 Set of bath towels (bath, hand, washcloth)  
 Dish drainer (style that sits on the countertop 

with rubber drain mat beneath) 
 Floor lamp  
 Table lamp (for living room end table) 
 Wa-Wa gift cards (for gas) or restaurant/fast 

food gift cards 
If you happen to have an extra item that you would 

be willing to donate, please call or email RaeAnn Butler 
h-301-694-2321, c-301-606-6898  or rae-
ann67@verizon.net…or sign up with what you can 
share on the bulletin board at church. 

Children’s Center News 

 As fall moves forward, the Children's Center begins 
to practice with Music Director, Terry Sparks for their 
annual Christmas Program.  This year's program will be 
held on Tues., Dec. 14, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the chapel 
area.  All children from the center are invited to partici-

pate and their families are invited to 
enjoy the program with refreshments 
following the program.       

 In December, the Children's Cen-
ter will also be participating in a free 
vision testing clinic provided by the 
Middletown Lions Club.  Ruth Falcon-
er, Christ Reformed Church member and Lions volun-
teer, will be doing the testing on Dec. 7th and 
8th.  Vision screenings are 85-90% effective in finding 
vision problems in children that can lead to amblyo-
pia.  Amblyopia or "lazy eye" is the term for an eye not 
working properly.  We are very grateful to have this 
testing available to our children.  

In November, the Center looks forward to their an-
nual Thanksgiving feasts with their families and class-
mates.  Each class sets a date and families contribute to 
make a wonderful feast for all.  Also in November, local 
photographer Lori Wiles will be taking pictures of all 
preschool children who choose to participate.  Just in 
time for holiday gifts for grandparents and fami-
lies!             

On a personal note, my nephew Charlie Cooper was 
recently diagnosed with stage 4 lung cancer.  He has 
been a healthy, single, funny, young man up until his 
diagnosis on his 27th birthday in Sept. 2010.  Unfortu-
nately, it spread to his brain before any symp-
toms.  Please keep his name in your prayers.  I do be-
lieve the power of prayer sends out energy/love to 
him.  It will help. Thank you. 

~Louisa Potts, Director 

Homewood at Crumland Farms Auxiliary  

The theme for this year‟s Auxiliary Membership 
Drive is from Ecclesiastes 3:1: To everything there is 
a season, and a time for every purpose under 
heaven.  It reminds us that the tremendous amount of 
time, talent and resources provided to Homewood and 
its residents all year long by the nearly 6,000 Auxiliary 
members, is not without a deep and meaningful pur-
pose.   

Our Auxiliary representative is Carol Anticevich with 
assistance from Ann Martin.  Your membership includes 
a handy 2011 calendar and the quarterly Homewood 
magazine, The Fireside.  Membership is $3.00 per per-
son/$5 per couple with additional donations most wel-
come.  Now is the „season‟ to join or renew your mem-
bership in the Homewood at Crumland Farms Auxiliary. 

 



Children’s Church 

Week 1:  November 7th  
STAND OUT 
Bible Story:   Deborah  
 (Judges 4:1-24) 
Bottom line:   
God made everybody different. 
Topic For Family Discussion:   
How are YOU unique? 
 

 

This month in Children‟s Church,  
we are learning what it means to be   

 

UNIQUE – learning more about others helps us to know 

more about ourselves!  
 

Memory Verse:  “There are different kinds of gifts.  But they are all given by 
the same Spirit.”  1 Corinthians 12:4 NirV  

Week 2:  November  14th   

MR. NOBODY 
Bible Story:  Gideon Battles the Midianites (Judges 6:11-7:22)  
Bottom line:  God made everybody a somebody. 
Topic For Family Discussion:  Sometimes we all feel like nobodies.  If 
you ever feel like this, what can you do about it? 

 
 

Week 3:  November  21th   
ODD MAN OUT   

Bible Story:  John the Baptist (Matthew 3:1-6)  
Bottom line:  God can use anybody to share His message. 

Topic For Family Discussion:  Who listens to you?   
Are you “telling” them about God with your words and actions? 

 
 
 

Week 4:  November  28th   
ONE IN A MILLION 
Bible Story:  Gifts of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:1-11)  
Bottom line:  God gave everybody special abilities.  
Topic For Family Discussion:  What “gifts” has God given you? 

 



Christian Education 

 

Advent Collection for Hoffman Homes for Youth 

Advent begins on November 28, and the Youth Sunday School Program will once again be collecting items 
to support the children and families of Hoffman Homes for Youth in Gettysburg, PA.  Rather than focusing 
on Christmas itself, we have asked the staff at Hoffman Homes to identify their greatest needs as they en-

ter the New Year.  Each class will be invited to concentrate their collection efforts in one or two of the fol-

lowing categories of need: 

 Reading books, school supplies, and journals 

 Toiletries and towels 

 T-shirts, socks, and underwear 

 Balls, knee/elbow pads, safety helmets (for boarding, blading, and biking) 

 Bedding (twin sets, white only) 

 Board games 

Hoffman Homes is a private not-for-profit with a historical connection both to our church and the greater United Church of 
Christ.  Although the Youth Sunday School program is taking the lead, everyone in the congregation is welcome and encour-

aged to chip in.  Items not brought to a Youth Sunday School class should be marked for Hoffman Homes and left either on 
the table in the Narthex or in the Church Office. 

Victims of Our Own Success: Volunteers Needed! 
The success of our ministries at Christ Reformed isn‟t a reflection of budget, it‟s a reflection of our time, and our children and 
youth ministries are no exception.  It‟s a simple enough formula: when our children and youth programs soar and we watch 

the youngest members of our church grow in the good news of God‟s love and flourish as disciples, it‟s because adult mem-
bers have stepped up to share their time and their faith.  Where this simple ingredient is thin, child/youth participants aren‟t 

energized and those volunteers who are giving of themselves quickly, and understandably, get discouraged and burned out.  

We are blessed to be able to boast of an exceptional team of volunteers serving as: 
 Sunday School teachers and aides; 

 Christian Education Board members; 

 Nursery assistants; 

 Sunday School superintendents; 

 Youth group leaders; 

 Music and drama coordinators; 

 Children‟s Church leaders/helpers; and  

 Helpers for our child/youth disabilities ministry program. 

We now find ourselves the victims of our own success, which is as good as God proclaiming, “I believe in you!”  The fruits of 
our efforts are incontrovertible, and like a mustard seed which spreads like a weed once it‟s taken hold, those fruits are mu l-

tiplying in the form of more and more participants.  Our volunteers are dedicated, dependable, and disciplined, but they are 

not inexhaustible.  There is more support needed than there are volunteers, and at our current levels, we won‟t be able to 
sustain our success.  Please reflect on the list of volunteer opportunities above, each of which plays a vital role in building 

disciples, and contact the Church office to let us know how you can help. 

Advent Devotionals 

Age appropriate Advent calendar ac-
tivities and devotionals will be availa-
ble for all children and youth in our 

congregation ages nursery through 8th 

grade.  All are designed to begin on 
December 1.  Materials will be distrib-

uted through the nursery and Sunday 
School classes on the first Sunday of Advent, Novem-

ber 28.  If you need to collect your child‟s activity/

devotional apart from Sunday School, please contact 
the church office and we will arrange to get it to you. 

Truth Seekers Start New Program 

How are we to relate to each other as Chris-
tians? Do we express our love in the best 
way possible? If you would like to explore 

this topic further, please consider joining the 

Truth Seekers class starting November 14th 
as they begin a new series using Gary Chap-

man‟s book God Speaks Your Love Language: How to Feel and 
Reflect God‟s Love. The series will explore the “Five Love Lan-

guages” and how we can apply them in our relationship with God 

and each other: words of affirmation; quality time; gifts; acts of 
service; and physical touch. The Truth Seekers meet in the first 

floor conference room of the Parish House at 9:15 each Sunday 
morning.  If you have any questions, please contact Michelle 

Beadle at michelle.beadle@comcast.net or 301-371-6610. 



Aug – Oct 2010 
Our Church has  

donated over 309 food 

bank items to the  
Middletown Food Bank 

Well Done! 

Thank You Notes 

Community Outreach 

Box Tops & Labels for Education for Hoffman Homes 
Many, many thanks to everyone for turning in those Box Tops for Education and La-
bels for Education for Hoffman Homes for Youth.  We continue to collect the barcode 

and/or coupon from Campbell food products which also include Pepperidge Farm, 
Swanson, V-8 and many more.  Don‟t know what to save??  You will find an infor-

mation sheet on the table in the narthex.  If you are unsure of what to save, please 
keep the entire label and we will clip the necessary portion.  Hoffman Homes is able 

to redeem the labels and box tops for computer and sports equipment to supplement their program needs.  Please leave 
your labels and box tops in the box on the table in the narthex.  Keep those box tops & labels coming!!  THANK YOU!! 

The Missions Board would like to thank the many folks who 

helped to successfully prepare and serve a delicious dinner 
at the Soup Kitchen on Sunday, Oct. 3.  First of all, THANK 

YOU to Keith Zecher, for preparing and delivering scrump-
tious bar-b-que beef and scalloped potatoes!   Thanks also 

to Cynthia Zecher for providing the milk and to all those 

who provided delicious desserts!  And last, but not least, 
THANK YOU to our servers Griff Garwood, Margie Hurd, Ju-

dy Zeck, the Heavner family, Gary and Eric Vom Lehn, Bill 
Falconer and Mark Joy.  Thanks so much!! 

Fraser Fir Wreath Sale  
Garrett County Habitat for Humanity will be selling Fraser Fir wreaths to support their home building pro-
gram.  The wreaths are 20-22" in diameter and have a red velvet bow and a card signed by 2010 Habitat 

partners.  All profits from the sale go directly toward building decent, affordable homes for families in Garrett 
County MD.  The cost for each wreath is still $21.00. 

Orders and payment must be received by Sunday, November 14th.  Delivery will be the weekend of De-
cember 3rd.  Sign up on the bulletin board or see Diana Corl for more information.  Checks should be made 

payable to Christ Reformed Church and given to Diana Corl or Gail Johnson. 

Care Packages for our College Students 
Parish Life is collecting items for our care packages.  We will be sending them out 
the 3rd week of November.  This year, due to the state of our economy and so 

many children opting for community colleges near home, we will be sending pack-
ages to those students as well.  If you haven‟t already let us know your child‟s 

college address and status, please do so by Sunday, November 14th, so they can 
be included in the project.  

Box Tops  
and  
Labels  
Collection  

Advocates for Homeless Families: Gala Report 
First, thanks so much for sending me as a representative of Christ Reformed to the Annual Advocates Gala.  The venue for 
the 2010 Make a House a Home Gala was the All Saints‟ Episcopal Church in Frederick.  The level of donations (time and 

materials) for the Gala is always quite impressive as it was this year.   
Highlights of the Gala included the Presentation of Special Awards for Volunteer of the Year and Shining Starr/Participant of 

the Year Award.  (This award was renamed Shining Starr in memory of Starr Jones, former participant and occupant of Wea-

gly House).  In addition, Kendyl Wiggins, member of the Board of Directors gave a very moving speech.  Ms. Wiggins was a 
recipient of Advocate‟s benefits ten years ago and since has become a very productive member of society.  She was truly 

inspirational and a testament to the vision of Advocates.  Other highlights included the auctioning of Centerpieces provided 
by three area High School Art Students.  The students‟ task was to make/decorate a „house‟ (complete with slot for dona-

tions).  The products of the art students‟ work were as beautiful as they were varied. 

 I am glad to report that Advocates is continuing to provide a much needed service during these difficult economic times and 
are the recipients of numerous volunteer hours and efforts as well as corporate sponsorships.  I daresay they are 

„flourishing‟ and continue to need the community‟s support to execute their vision. 
 Submitted in Gratitude by Beth Scott. 

Many Thanks 

Thanks so much for your continued support for 

the Alheimer‟s Memory Walk.  We had absolutely 
gorgeous weather on Sunday during the 3 mile 

walk in downtown Frederick along Carroll Creek 
and through Baker Park.  With your help, I met 

my fundraising goal of $1000.  Thank you!  Col-
laboratively, the Frederick Walk raised over 

$108,000.  Again, Thank You for your continued 

support.   ~ Beth Scott 



Plan Your Calendar 

November Basket Classes  

November basket, the “Holiday Snowman Basket” features a hand painted snowman on a stoneware 
„buckle‟ and is decorated with a „rusty ribbon and bow‟ accented with a piece of homespun fabric.  A 
short handle completes this attractive basket.  The cost for this class is $18.00.  Because of the 
Thanksgiving holiday, we will hold both classes on Tuesday, November 16, at 12:30 p.m. and 
6:30 p.m.  Classes will meet in the Parish House.   More information is available from Diana Corl or 
Gail Johnson.  

Please note that there will be no basket class in December.  Classes will resume in January. 

Save the Date! 

 
Sunday, December 5th 

Sign-up to Serve 
or provide a dessert! 

Book Club  
The Book Club will NOT be meeting in November and December. 
They will resume again in Spring 2011. 

Don’t forget….Daylight Saving Time ends. 
Set your clocks back one hour on  
November 7th at 2:00AM 

 

 

Around the Congregation 

Nursery Volunteers 
November 7 Beth Tucker 

November 14 Windy Tasker 

November 21 Angie Moser 

November 28 TBD 

Ushers 
November 7 Team 4 

November 14 Team 5 

November 21 Team 6 

November 28 Team 1 

Sound Technicians 
November 7 Nick Fink  

November 14 Matt Anticevich 

November 21 Tony Verdi 

November 28 Luke Verdi 

Middle School Helpers 
November 7 Jordan Bramhall 

November 14 Cody Huffer 

November 21 Tyler Nice 

November 28 Ethan Remsberg 

Layreaders 
November 7 Ruth Falconer 

November 14 Jackie Rice 

November 21 Janet Lawler Heavner 

November 28 Judy Brandenburg 

Coffee Hour Hosts & Groups 
November 7 Mac & Peggy Remsberg 

November 14 Mary Lou Dent 

 Missions Board 

November 21 Stewardship Committee 

November 28 Emma & Bert Thornton 

 Called to Care 

Birth Announcement ñWelcome  

Ella Grace & Eli Samuel were born on October 5, 2010.   

Congratulations to Angie and Jason Moser. 

Say Yes to Less Stress 

The holidays come laden with great food, welcome company and, too often, much stress. The Called to Care Ministry 
team invites you for an hour of "destressing" led by CRUCC‟s own John Wickizer. John is a clinical social worker and will 
offer thoughts on keeping one‟s emotional and physical balance over the next few months. 

The program will be offered Tuesday, November 9, at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel. Light refreshments will be served. 
If you need childcare or transportation to the program, please contact the church office. 

 Cookie Sunday 
November 14 Parents Class 



 

Christ Reformed 
United Church of Christ 

Rev. Mark Wakefield, Pastor 
Rev. Michelle Beadle, Associate Pastor 

 

Contemporary Worship  8:15 a.m. 
Sunday School for All Ages 9:15 a.m. 

Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Coffee Hour following Worship 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

301-371-6610 
Fax: 301-371-6912 

christreformeducc@comcast.net 
www.christreformeducc.org 

 

P.O. Box 333 
12 South Church Street 

Middletown , Maryland  21769 
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Reaching out to help people to know God through Jesus Christ. 
Equipping people to love God through the community of faith. 

Sending people to serve God throughout the world. 

 

CHRIST CHURCH  
CHILDRENõS CENTER 

301-371-0360 
Daycare ð Early Learning Center  

Kindergarten thru 5th Grade  
6:30 a.m. ð 6:00 p.m.  

Monday ð Friday  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The middle school youth worked hard on their scarecrow 
for Middletown's 3rd annual scarecrow contest.   

Look for it somewhere on Main Street! 

Youth Christmas Program 
December 5 (10:30 Worship Service) 

Elementary-age children are invited to participate in 
the annual Christmas program.  This year‟s offering, 
The First Day of Christmas, promises to be a great ex-
perience for all. Rehearsals are weekly during the Sun-
day School hour and there will be one Saturday morn-
ing dress rehearsal on December 4 (lunch will be pro-
vided).  All children are invited and encouraged to con-
tribute.  If your child requires special accommodations 
to be able to participate, please contact either Terry 
Sparks or Michelle Beadle, who will be glad to work 
with you to meet your child‟s needs. 


