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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.   
Because Jesus has taught us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength,  

and mind, and to love our neighbors as ourselves, we invite people of every race, ethnicity, sexual  
orientation, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability into the worship, 

rites and sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church. 
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AugustAugustAugust   

Go Green!! 
 

If you would like to  
receive your future  
copies of  
VISIONS via 
email, please  
contact the 
church office. 

What is your lucky number?  For some people that’s an oxymoron.  Numbers 
don’t have luck literally connected to them.  You can’t do anything to increase 
their frequency in a game of chance.  There’s no strategy that will make them 
turn up any more often.  Numbers are simply the mathematical objects used to 
count and measure.    

But try telling that to someone who plays bingo.  Try telling that to develop-
ers who refuse to put a 13th floor in their buildings.  Number 8 is lucky in Chinese 
culture because the Chinese word for "eight" sounds like the word for "wealth".  
The few times I’ve played the lottery I have included the numbers 24 and 33, 
the jersey numbers worn by two of my favorite athletes, Willie Mays and Larry 
Bird.  The Bible is full of “lucky” numbers or numbers that are rich with meaning.  
3, 7 and 40 are all numbers that appear again and again, weighted with great 
significance and power.   

This fall the number 1 will have special meaning for the United Church of 
Christ, which takes its motto, “That they may all be one,” from John 17.  Hope-
fully 1 will be the lucky number for a lot of hungry people.  Building on the prev-
alence of that number in the digital depiction of November 11 of this year 
(11/11/11) our denomination has launched a campaign called “Mission: 1."  For 
11 days, from 11/1/11 to 11/11/11 UCC churches are being challenged to: 

• Collect more than 1 million items of healthy food and other household 
items for local food banks and outreach services. 

• Make an extra-special push to gather online contributions of more than 
$111,111  for Neighbors in Need, offerings that will be shared for hunger-
action purposes with  agencies of justice and compassion throughout the 
United States. 

• Offer more than 11,111 letters to Congress asking our government to re-
form U.S. foreign assistance in a way that more effectively benefits hun-
gry and poor people worldwide, helping to provide a major final push to 
Bread for the World's 2011 "Offering of Letters" campaign. 

Churches are asked to be creative with the project.  One church in Florida is 
sponsoring a “Lose 11 Pounds to End Hunger” project, where members receive 
pledges (in multiples of 11) for each pound lost.  What creative idea does this 
challenge spark in you? 

This project goes hand-in-hand with our “Growing Project” in its desire to see 
the end of hunger as a fact of life for far too many of the world’s people.  Hun-
ger is the number one health risk in the world, killing more than AIDS, malaria 
and tuberculosis combined.  One in seven people go to bed hungry each night.  
One out of four children in developing countries is underweight.  There are more 
hungry people in the world than the combined population of the U.S., Canada 
and the European Union.  (statistics taken from the United Nations World Food 
Program website.) 

In the face of such enormous problems people often throw up their hands 
and say, “What can one do?”  In this case, a lot.   

~Mark 



Children’s Center News  

The Children’s Center Board members, led by Jenny 
Powell, are in the process of interviewing candidates for 
the position of director of the Children’s Center.  My role is 
to give potential candidates a tour of the center and an-
swer any questions they may have.  This way, the Center 
can pick the right person for the position as candidates 
can see if this is the right fit for them.  We want it to work 
both ways and hopefully the new position will be filled by 
the middle of August.  I will be here until August 30th and 
available if needed in September. 

The summer once again has been very busy, having 
just completed Vacation Bible School.  This was the first 
year VBS was available for preschool children as it always 
has been for school age children.  It seems to have been 
a huge success and I thank the Children’s Center teachers 
and staff for supporting Christ Reformed and Holy Family 
in their annual VBS.  Field trips and numerous guests have 
entertained the children throughout the summer.  Field 
trips include Catoctin Zoo, Braddock Pool, movies, Lazar 
Tag, park visits, ice cream visits, Earth Space Science Cen-
ter, Catoctin Creek Nature Center, bowling and others.  
Guests this year have included a magician, the Maryland 
Zoo, Tim’s Gem’s, gymnastics program, Reptile and Insect 
Show and will conclude with our annual End of the Sum-
mer Carnival. 

Youth Sunday School Registration 

Sunday School registration packets will be mailed out 
over the next two weeks to all those in our database who 
have children and youth in their care.  While registration is 
not required for participation in our Sunday School and 
other youth ministries, the information provided helps our 
teachers and ministry leaders better serve your chil-
dren.  Please take a few minutes to complete your packet 
and return them to the church office before August 
28.  The new Sunday School year kicks-off the next week-
end, on September 4.  If you do not receive a registration 
packet, please contact the church office.  

Adult Community Praise Band  

Needed:  instrumentalists for the start-up of a Com-
munity Praise Band!  If you enjoy contemporary Christian 
music, if you can play an instrument, then this group is for 
you!  For more information, please contact Lori Williamson 
at 301-293-2442.  

Children’s Church 

After much discussion and prayerful consideration, the 
Discipleship Board voted in June to affirm the age range 
for participation in Children’s Church.  All children from 
grades kindergarten and 5th grade are welcome to partici-
pate during worship in this enriching program.  Those en-
tering kindergarten in the fall are encouraged to join the 
ministry with the kick-off of the new Sunday School year 
(which this year is September 4). 

Access Expertise Needed 

Bill Steigelmann is searching for 
someone to assist in setting up an Ac-
cess database to expedite sending 
quarterly statements to members.  Rec-
ords are currently maintained on an 
Excel spreadsheet, so sending state-
ments is extremely cumbersome and 
time consuming.  If you have Access experience and 
would be willing to help Bill get started, please contact 
him at (301) 293-3202 or linda_bill@comcast.net. 

SonSurf Beach Bash 

This year’s Vacation Bible School (July 11-15), Son-
Surf Beach Bash, was a great success!  Over 50 volun-
teers helped guide 90 elementary-aged children through 
music and games, Bible stories, crafts, snacks, and out-
door recreational activities, all custom-designed to teach 
the Good News of Jesus Christ while also building memo-
ries to last a lifetime.  In addition, we raised $414.12 for 
the Religious Coalition for Emergency Human Needs. 

This was also the first year that we offered a Vacation 
Bible School program just for pre-schoolers.  Led by dedi-
cated staff of the Children’s Center, this program ran 
concurrent with the elementary program, using the same 
curriculum but modified specifically to meet the needs of 
the younger audience.  Throughout the week, 25 3 and 4 
year-olds learned about how much Jesus loves them and 
how they can share that love in their families and among 
their friends.   

SonSurf Beach Bash was such an enriching experi-
ence for all those involved thanks to the incredible part-
nership between Holy Family Catholic Community and 
Christ Reformed Church, the always reliable and enthusi-
astic support of the Children’s Center, and other friends 
in the Middletown Valley for whom participating in this 
annual event has become a family tradition all its own.  It 
was a delight to see so many recent youth VBS 
“graduates” (middle-schoolers) return to serve as aides in 
every aspect of the VBS experience.  Their particular en-
thusiasm for the program and for the God News it brings 
was a powerful testimony in and of itself.  Thank you to 
all those who lent their support and talents, and to all the 
parents, grandparents, and friends who gave the gift of 
this experience to the children in their care. 

Success In Our Search for a Children’s Church  
Ministry Leader 

On May 12, the Ministry Team received the news that 
Carol Anticevich would be stepping down from her ser-
vice as Children’s Church Ministry Leader effective May 
31, in order to pursue other opportunities.  We expressed 
our heart-felt regrets that the Children’s Church Ministry 
would no longer be benefiting from her wealth of talents, 
and respecting her decision the Discipleship Board and 

Notes 
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Notes (continued) 

the Ministry Team went straight to work to identify 
how best to fill the quickly approaching vacancy. 

After some time of discernment and discussion, it 
was decided that, in addition to Carol’s many gifts, the 
success of the Ministry was aided by some key ele-
ments that we wanted to maintain: consistency of 
leadership from week to week, consistency of space, 
and the strength of the current curriculum.  The transi-
tion also afforded us with an opportunity to consider 
how to better support the Ministry Leader, who was 
now expected to serve during both worship services 
and therefore would rarely be able to be present at 
worship him/herself. 

The recommendation of the Discipleship Board, 
approved by a vote of the Consistory, was as follows: 

 That we primarily seek a candidate from outside 
the congregation: someone of faith who could 
worship at a time other than Sunday morning (e.g. 
a practicing Catholic who could attend service on 
Saturday night, a Seventh Day Adventist, a mem-
ber at a “mega church” that offers worship at al-
ternative times during the week, etc.). 

 The compensation for the Ministry Leader would 
be increased from $1,300 annually to an hourly 
rate of $15/hr. at 5 hrs./wk (8:00 a.m. – 12:00 
p.m. on Sundays with 1 hour additional time for 
lesson preparation). 

 The Ministry Leader would serve as Sunday School 
Superintendent during the regular school year and 
be otherwise available to help support the Chris-
tian Education program during the Sunday School 
hour. 

Members of the Discipleship Board were encour-
aged to spread the word and keep an eye open for 
possible candidates.  The Ministry team contacted col-
leagues and congregants at Holy Family and within the 
Catoctin Association, and coordinated with the Chap-
lain at Hood College.  In time, an enthusiastic candi-
date, Alejandra Robey, was identified who met the 
unique requirements of this ministry position.  A job 
description was drafted and approved by the Personnel 
Committee.  Alejandra visited the ministry and met 
with the co-chairs of the Discipleship Board (which in-
cludes what was once the Christian Education Board) 
and the leader of our Spirit Stars Ministry (who is also 
a member of the Discipleship Board).  After the inter-
view, this representative group recommended to the 
Personnel Committee that Alejandra move forward in 
the process toward appointment, and on July 12 the 
Personnel Committee gave their blessing for her to be 
hired.  Alejandra began her period of orientation on 
July 17th and after a period of six months will have a 
time of review and evaluation with the Personnel Com-
mittee. 

Children’s Church is a critical minis-
try that supports God’s work on many 
levels: by serving the children who par-
ticipate, by supporting families, and by 
equipping the Universal Church with 
youth who are excited to be Christ’s dis-
ciples.  We thank all those – adults and 
children alike – who have been patient 
throughout this period of transition, and look forward to 
benefiting from the many and unique gifts Alejandra 
brings to the Children’s Church Ministry. 

Sunday School and Children’s Church: Why Both, 
Why Bother? 

It’s hard to imagine, but the Sunday School year will 
begin in just a few weeks, on September 4.  With so 
many forces competing for our attention, many families 
look critically at all areas of their lives, trying to find 
where they can shave off a little extra time.  While set-
ting your priorities for the coming year, please consider 
the following: 

“For my elementary-aged child, what’s the difference 
between Sunday School and Children’s Church?  Isn’t 

just one enough?” 

There is no doubt, they are similar, but not the same 
– in the same manner that an adult Bible Study is similar 
to, but not the same as, worship.  Sure, in all things we 
are celebrating the Good News of Jesus Christ, exploring 
the Bible, and learning how to become ever better disci-
ples, but the emphasis in each is different and distinct. 

Simply put, Sunday School is modeled on a tradition-
al classroom format, interactively teaching and reinforc-
ing Christian truths by “walking” through scripture.  At its 
core, Sunday School is Bible study with worshipful 
experiences, where children learn a lifelong skill that 
will feed them throughout their journey. 

Children’s Church and Spirit Stars, on the other hand, 
are modeled after the Christian worship experience, em-
phasizing devotional activities, teaching church tradi-
tions, and helping children make the connection between 
scriptural lessons and their daily lives (discipleship: found 
mostly in the sermon during traditional worship).  At 
their core, Children’s Church and Spirit Stars are wor-
ship experiences with Bible study. 

Healthy faith development needs both.  One teaches 
how each individual can explore their own relationship 
with God, the other emphasizes how we, as members of 
the family of faith, must come together to celebrate what 
God has done for us and to work together to answer the 
call to serve his Kingdom vision.  Together, Sunday 
School and Children’s Church/Spirit Stars, contribute to 
balanced spiritual growth. 



 

Children’s Church 

Week 1:  August 7th – Jesus came to rescue everyone. 
God loves all people.  He loves us so much He goes on a quest to find us, searching 
for us until we are found. 
Bible Story: Sheep Tracks (the lost sheep and the lost coin), Luke 15:1-10 
 

Week 2:  August 14th – Everyone needs to be rescued, even me. 
That's why God sent Jesus: to be our Rescuer, the only one who can save us.  God wants each of us to 
repent, to make a U-turn away from the road to destruction toward life. 
Bible Story: Rocky Road (the lost son), Luke 15:11-20a 

 
Week 3:  August 21st – God will always love me more than I can imagine. 
God loves us unconditionally, which means we don't have to be or act a certain way for Him to love us. 
We can't DO anything to make God love us more.  We can't do anything to make God love us less. 
Bible Story: Pop Rocks (the lost son), Luke 15:11-24 
 

Week 4:  August 28th – I should try to love others the way Jesus loves them. 
God shows us grace, so He wants us to show others grace.  When we do, we'll be giving others a taste 
of His goodness and love. 
Bible Story: Sweet/Tart (the lost son), Luke 15:1-2,11-32 

This month in Children’s Church, we are learning about  
Grace – Getting something great that you don’t deserve. 

Memory Verse:  “God’s grace has saved you because of your faith in Christ.  
Your salvation doesn’t come from anything you do. It is God’s gift.”  

Ephesians 2:8  

A New Ministry Leader for Children’s Church 
 

The Discipleship Board and Personnel Committee are pleased to report that Alejandra Robey has agreed to 
become our new Children’s Church leader, following the May resignation of Carol Anticevich. Alejandra has 
big shoes to fill succeeding Carol who passionately guided this ministry for a year and a half.  Alejandra 
lives in Middletown with her husband (Ronald) and children: Brandon, Tyler, and Isabella.  They worship at 
Holy Family Catholic Community and have enjoyed participating in numerous programs and activities here 
at Christ Reformed.  Isabella attended preschool at the Children’s Center and has also participated in the 

before-and-after school program.  The Robey family joined us at the All Church Camp-Out last September 
and participated in the Ticket to Paradise field trip this past February.  Alejan-
dra also served as a volunteer at our Vacation Bible School. 
Alejandra has a bachelor’s degree in engineering, although she has not 

worked in that field for five years as she has devoted her time to being home 
with her young children.  During this time she experienced a call to a new vo-
cation and is beginning a course of study in nursing.  While Alejandra has not 
been a professional teacher, she has a natural gift for working with children.  
In her early vocational life she worked with children with special needs - both 
physical and emotional.  Alejandra is warm, hospitable, and approachable, 
and has a confident steadiness and a cooperative spirit.  Please help us wel-
come Alejandra to the church family. 



Around the Congregation  

Memorials 
Donald Wiles died on July 16, 2011.  A service 

celebrating his life was held on July 21, 2011. 

SOUND TECHNICIANS 

August 7 Tony Verdi 

August 14 Luke Verdi 

August 21 Chris Johnson 

August 28 Nick Fink 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 
August 7 Renee Huffer 

August 14 Beth Tucker 

August 21 Joyce Kefauver 

August 28 Barbara Ohler 

USHERS 
August 7 Team 1 

August 14 Team 2 

August 21 Team 3 

August 28 Team 4 

MIDDLE SCHOOL HELPERS 

August 7 Ethan Remsberg 

August 14 Blake Dougherty 

August 21 TBD 

August 28 TBD 

LAYREADERS 

August 7 Beth TUcker 

August 14 Beth Mummert 

August 21 Judy Brandenburg 

August 28 Nancy vom Lehn 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS/GROUPS  

August 7 Wendy & Mike Campbell 

August 14 Tiffany & Andrew Corl 

August 21 Jean & Bob Galey 

August 28 Mary & Griff Garwood 

 Discipleship Board 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

August 7 TBD 

August 14 Wendy Campbell 

August 21 Karin Tome 

August 28 Gail Johnson 

 



 

Christian Education 

2011-2012 Youth Sunday School Year: Fall Snapshot 
 

August 28 Commissioning of 2011-2012 Youth Sunday School Teachers 
 

September 4 2010-2011 Sunday School Curriculum Kick-off Celebration 
 Each class is invited to gather and celebrate the beginning of a new year 

of study and fellowship. Bibles will be presented to 4th graders and kindergarteners.   
 

September 10/11 Second Annual All-Church Camp-Out and Rally Day 
 See our article in this edition of Visions or our web site for more information. 
 

October 30 Cemeteries, Saints, Sounds, and Celebrations 
 (6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.) 
 Come to a party unlike any other this season!  Learn about the Christian roots of Hal-

loween while enjoying treats, a few tricks, entertainment, and a very special seasonal 
mini-concert on our new organ.  Details to follow. 

 

Oct. 16-Nov. 27 Elementary grades begin rehearsal for the Christmas Program:  iHope Christmas 
 Rehearsal will primarily begin at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School will still be available for 

those choosing not to be in the Christmas Program. 
 

December 3 Christmas Program dress rehearsal (11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.) (lunch will be provided) 
 

December 4 iHope Christmas (10:30 worship service) 
 Christmas Craft Workshop (2:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.) 

 



The Book Club 

The Book Club will meet on Wednesday, August 24th at 7 PM in The Parish House to dis-
cuss: 

Lipstick in Afghanistan by Roberta Gately.  A young nurse hopes to find purpose providing 
medical care in Afghanistan after 9/11. This debut novel vividly evokes the beauty and tragedy of life in a 

small Afghan village. 

Plan Your Calendar  

Blood Drive 
 

Saturday, September 3rd 
8:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

Chapel 
Please give the Gift of Life!   

You are eligible to give every 56 days. 

Church Softball League Game Schedule  

8/7/2011 5:00pm 12-New Beginnings Middletown #1 

Peach Sundae 
August 14th, 2011 

Following the 10:30 Service 
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Thank You Notes 

 
Date Night on Main Street 
From 5 to 11 p.m. on Saturday August 13th, Middletown 
will host Date Night on Main Street.  The cost is $75 percou-

ple and will include a carriage ride, a three course progres-
sive dinner served right on Main Street, a walking tour, a 

professional keepsake photo, flowers and discounts at local 

merchants.  Musicians will offer up romantic selections in restaurants and 
on street corners, and plein air artists will be painting the scene to create 

unique pieces of art you can bid on in a Silent Auction.  There will be a ro-
mantic outdoor dance under the stars beginning at 8pm.  See how Mid-

dletown can provide you with a full night of entertainment.  Tickets go on 

sale August 1st.  Please call 301-371-6171 to reserve your spot. Limited to 
100 couples. This event is sponsored by www.MainStreetMiddletown.org. 

 

 
Heritage Day is just around the corner and we need your help to show Middletown that Christ Reformed UCC is a 

Great Church for Families, Just Around the Corner.  Once again, we will offer many of the activities and 
services that the community has come to love and rely on: serving lunch, selling apple dumplings, and hosting a 

quilt raffle and craft booth.  We will have the moon bounce available for the enjoyment of countless children.  

Please consider how you might be able to contribute to this year’s celebration.  We need people to help with 
serving lunch or staffing the bake sale and staffing the moon bounce.  Whatever your level of interest, there is a 

way that you can contribute: please contact the church office at 301-371-6610. 

24th Annual Quilt Raffle 

Our quilt pattern selection this year is the “Celtic Rose.”  The quilt is a queen/king size and was 

purchased from Farm Family Quilts in Ronks, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.  This beautiful quilt is 
on display in the Chapel.  Tickets are $1.00 each, or six for $5.00.  Tickets are on sale in the Chapel 

each week and are available in the Church Office.  Please take tickets to sell to your family, friends, 

neighbors and co-workers.  Photos of the quilt are also available.  Thanks to Judy Brandenburg, our 
Raffle Coordinator, and to Bunny Cramer and Gail Patrick who are assisting with this effort. 

I want to thank the Christ Reformed community of faith 

for supporting me on my journey to ordination: for your 
expressions of encouragement as well as your words of 

challenge, all of which has helped me to grow as a serv-
ant of the Lord.  It is an honor to share in ministry with 

you.  The ordination service, reception, and your many 

generous gifts combined to create a very special and 
beautiful experience that my family and I will cherish 

always.   
~Thank you again, and God bless. Michelle Beadle 

With Sincere Thanks 

Glenn and I would like to sincerely thank everyone 
who supported us with the Helicopter Golf and Din-

ner/Auction fundraisers.  Your generosity helped to 
make both events a success.  We are especially 

touched because even in tough economic times, there 

was an outpouring of compassion.  We hope you will 
feel a sense of peace knowing that your contribution 

will help Luke reach his maximum potential. 
~With love & gratitude, Laurie & Glenn James 

http://www.MainStreetMiddletown.org


 

Christ Reformed 
United Church of Christ 

Rev. Mark Wakefield, Pastor 
Rev. Michelle Beadle, Associate Pastor 

 

Contemporary Worship  8:15 a.m. 
Sunday School for All Ages 9:15 a.m. 

Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Coffee Hour following Worship 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

301-371-6610 
Fax: 301-371-6912 

christreformeducc@comcast.net 
www.christreformeducc.org 

 

P.O. Box 333 
12 South Church Street 

Middletown , Maryland  21769 

 

Non Profit Organization 

U.S.  Postage Paid 

PERMIT 2202 

Frederick, Maryland  21701 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Reaching out to help people to know God through Jesus Christ. 
Equipping people to love God through the community of faith. 

Sending people to serve God throughout the world. 

 

CHRIST CHURCH  
CHILDRENõS CENTER 

301-371-0360 
Daycare ð Early Learning Center  

Kindergarten thru 5 th  Grade  
6:30 a.m. ð 6:00 p.m.  

Monday ð Friday  

 

 

 
 Tent set -up begins at 3:00 PM  

 Games and activities for all ages  

 Cook out  

 Campfire & smores  

 Live entertainment  

 ºOUTSIDE» MOVIES FOR KIDS AND ADULTS 

 Parish Life Board Breakfast  

 Rally Day and worship  
 
 

Note:  All campers under 18 years of age must be accompanied by a responsible adult.  Registration is requested to secure a tent 

site.  You don’t have to camp to join in the festivities, but we will nevertheless appreciate the gift of knowing that you’ll be present.  

Camping registration forms are available in the church office, the Narthex, and on our website.  If you have any questions or would 
like to help plan this fun event, please contact Michelle Beadle at 301-371-6610 or  michelle.beadle@comcast.net. 

 

This event is hosted by the Discipleship Board in gratitude for the gift of Sunday School. 
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