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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
Because Jesus has taught us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength,
and mind, and to love our neighbors as ourselves, we invite people of every race, ethnicity, sexual
orientation, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability into the worship,
rites and sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church.

Markings: Real Wisdom

Easter is quite late this year. April 24 is about as late as it can be. It falls on
April 25 in 2038, but then we have to wait nearly until the next century before it's
this late again. The general rule for setting the date for Easter is that it falls on
the first Sunday after the first full moon after the vernal equinox, March 20 or 21.

Practically, this means a couple of things for us at Christ Reformed. It means
it is likely we'll be able to celebrate Easter in our sanctuary. If the restoration
work continues at its present rate, Easter may not even be the first service back
in that space. It will be a fitting symbol of resurrection. It also means there is a
good chance that we'll not shiver our way through the Easter Sunrise Service at
the county park. Late April temperatures likely will make outdoor worship a bit
more hospitable.

Since Epiphany, our present church season which runs from Christmas to
Lent, is centered around the ministry and teachings of Jesus, it also means we've
got a lot more time to hear his wisdom. We started, as we do each year, with
the visit of the Magi and Jesus’ baptism. We then heard a couple of versions of
the call of disciples. With that theological foundation laid, Jesus goes up a moun-
tain and begins to teach. And for the next several weeks the lectionary readings
don't have Jesus moving a muscle. He sits on the mount preaching wisdom on
everything from justice to anger to adultery to money to love to real blessedness.
It's as if he was channeling Oprah back in the first century. Only he understands
his audience even better than Ms. Winfrey.

Sometimes these teachings, which are part of what we call the sermon on the
mount, are seen as simply a list of ethical requirements. Tony Robinson writes of
these passages from Matthew, They do, indeed, call us to a new way of life, but
before that happens, God chooses the most unlikely people, those counted as low
and despised in the world's eyes. "Blessed are the poor in spirit," not those who
are full to the brim with self-esteem, positive thinking, certainty about themselves
and their faith. No, God chooses those who know their need of him, who know
their need of grace and of a Savior. So it goes, "Blessed are those who mourn,
the meek, the merciful, the peacemakers, the persecuted.” Good news to those
at the bottom of the world's proud, clawing heap. You who are hungry for God
and know your need, are blest. You who suffer for your faith and are therefore
considered by others (and perhaps yourselves) to be failures, you are blessed of
the Lord. Take heart.

It is easy to turn our faith into a set of rules by which to live and measure our
effectiveness, but that misses the point. We don't simply follow a teacher, we
worship a Savior who enfolds us in his arms even when our pride and our accom-
plishments blind us to our need for it. The old good-for-a-headache Anacin aspi-
rin commercial described us pretty well when it showed the woman who had re-
ceived one-too-many helpful household hints from her mom finally snapping,
"Mother, PLEASE! I'd rather do it myself." We would. But we can't. It's probably
good that Epiphany is extended by a few weeks this year because that kind of
wisdom takes a while to settle in.

~Mark
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"Raise the Star!" Update

The new year rang in with a flurry of progress
and, despite the snow and cold, work restoring our
sanctuary is on schedule and going well. The roof
work has been completed and all old insulation and
debris have been removed from the attic. Considera-
ble interior reconstruction work has been done
and drywall and plastering work, including repair of a
damaged decorative plaster design high in front of
the altar, has been completed.

The sanctuary and vestibule have been cleaned
thoroughly to remove any remaining soot from the
fire. Painting in the choir rooms has been completed
and is underway in the main sanctuary area where
our industrious painters have finished the ceiling and
are working their way down the
walls, brightening the interior of our worship
space. A modification to allow additional heat in the
sanctuary has been completed and more powerful
heaters are being installed in the vestibule and
should put out noticeably more heat once completed.

Restoration of the church parlor has been com-
pleted with new carpeting and a fresh coat of paint
and is back in business. The renovation of the main
bathroom off the entrance hallway is also nearly
complete and will provide a more hospitable space
for our members and visitors.

Electricians have been hard at work putting in
wiring through new conduits to provide additional
protection and installing new panels. The new tech-
nology center on the balcony, intended to provide
enhanced control of sound, lighting, etc., is starting
to take shape and will provide the capability of han-
dling current and future audio/video equip-
ment needs. Proposals for replacement and upgrad-
ed audio/video systems are being evaluated and rec-
ommendations will be presented to the Consistory
and the congregation when this process is complete.

Work on our organ has begun at the Schantz Or-
gan Company with an eye to an October return of
our enhanced organ. Our 30+ year old carillon has
been inspected and the equipment appears to have
suffered no damage from the fire despite con-
cerns about heat, smoke, and water due to its loca-
tion in the heavily damaged choir room.

Tim Worrell provided an informative summary of
the ongoing restoration work at the annual congrega-
tional meeting in January and we are all looking for-
ward to returning to our sanctuary approximately the
end of March. Take a peek inside to see all the pro-
gress being made!
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Since there will be a variety of Page 2
small tasks as we move past the
construction phase of our restora-
tion, there will be a continuing need
for volunteers, so please see Judy
Brandenburg or Sharon Thomas for
specifics on how you can help with
our restoration work.

Children’s Center News

Preschool teachers are currently preparing for this
year's parent/teacher conferences to be held in early
March 2011. Registration for the upcoming 2011/2012
school year opens to the public on Tuesday, February
1, 2011. Registration for current Children's Center
participants has been going well with most children
signed up for the next school year. If you know of
someone interested in child care or preschool only,
have them contact Louisa at 301-371-0360. The Cen-
ter does not necessarily follow the FCPS schedule and
generally is open many times when schools are
closed. Many families find this helpful in the care for
their children since FCPS is often closed or dismissed
early. The Center does close for most federal holidays
and will be closed on Monday, February 21 for Presi-
dents' Day.

Check out the Children's Center website at
www.christchurchchildrenscenter.net,  This website
has been very beneficial for families looking for child
care or preschool in the Middletown area. We have
added children to our program because of the easy
access to families of the Center rates and other infor-
mation.

Conversation on Church Membership

If you are considering becoming a member of
Christ Reformed UCC or simply want to know more
about our church and our ministries, you are invited
for a time of conversation on Wednesday evening,
February 23". The meeting will take place in the
Parish House beginning at 7:00 p.m. Childcare can be
provided if needed. Please speak to Mark or Michelle
if you would like to attend.
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This month in Children’s Church, we are learning about February 2011

KINDNESS etsSakeTis Panet Py

Showing others they are valuable by how you treat them.
Memory Verse:

"Do to others as you would have them do to you.” Luke 6:31 NIV
“Love is patient and kind”

Week 1: February 6

Bible Story: Golden Rule ~ Luke 6:17-20, 27-36

Bottom Line: Do to others what you want them to do to you.
Family Discussion.: Think of someone you know who needs some

'fo‘1| 3"l i
: ffmug how gou kindness this week. What can you SAY for this person to show
freat them 3 kindness?

"It's nice to be important, but it's more important to be nice.”

Week 2: February 13
Bible Story: Child Care (Jesus and the children) ~ Mark 10:13-16
Bottom Line: Treat others the way Jesus would treat them.

Family Discussion.: Think of someone you know who needs some kindness this week. What can you
DO for this person to show kindness?

"Wherever there is a human being, there is an opportunity for a kindness.”

Week 3: February 20
Bible Story: You Belong (the least of these) ~ Matthew 25:35-40
Bottom Line: Treat others as if they belong to God.
Family Discussion.: Think of someone you know who needs some kindness this week. What can you
GIVE that would show this person kindness?
"Don't wait for people to be friendly, show them how.”

Week 4: February 27

Bible Story: Second Chance (Barnabas and Saul) ~ Acts 9:26-30

Bottom Line: Do for your enemies what they wouldn’t do for you.

Family Discussion: Who has given you a second chance lately? Who needs a second chance from you?
"Kindness, like a boomerang, always returns”.

Commuanity Outreach

Special Olympics Maryland

The Zecher family is once again taking the plunge on Saturday, February 26th. Keith and
Lorena will be participating in the Deep Creek Dunk. This event is to raise money for Special
Olympics Maryland. Donations can be made in person to Keith or Lorena or you can also do-
nate online at www.dunkmd.com. Please indicate that you would like to sponsor Keith or Lore- F'%
na. Checks should be made out to Special Olympics Maryland. We would appreciate any dona- #k?
tion that you can give. )
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SNaaaaaaay February 2011
Rachel Depo lives in Middletown, with her husband Mark and their four

children, Megan, Andrew, Michael (pictured here) and Benjamin. She moved
to Maryland from the Pacific Northwest when she was in elementary school.
After graduating from Middletown High School, she moved about, having
spent some time in Indiana, Virginia and Vermont, Montgomery County, and
then moving back to Middletown in 2004. Rachel is the Assistant City Attor-
ney for the City of Frederick. In her spare time she enjoys photography,
reading and baking. She is also an Assistant Den Leader of her son’s Tiger

: Den. Rachel joins us by profession of faith. Welcome, Rachel!
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Bill, Kim, and Leah Bentz live in Frederick, Maryland. Bill was born and
raised in the area, and Kim was born in Detroit, raised in Royal Oak, Michi-
gan, then moving to Thurmont in 1979. Leah was born in Gettysburg, PA,
and raised in Frederick. Bill is a Maintenance Mechanic at Morningstar Foods.
Kim is a retired nurse, and Leah is a student. Erin Bentz lives in Walkersville
and works as a veterinary assistant at a clinic in the town. Animals are not
just her job, but also her love. She has two dogs, four cats and a snake! In
her free time she enjoys camping. Bill and Kim have two other children, Kyle
and Ryan, and two grandchildren. Bill enjoys tinkering with wood and craft
projects and model trains. Kim can be found cross-stitching, sewing, doll col-
lecting, dollhouse collecting (miniatures) , reading, doing crossword puzzles
Their son, Ryan Bentz and his wife Krista (with Jocelyn). or playing handbells. Leah is a collector of pigs, and enjoys playing handbells.
Kim says as a family they love their pets, their three Affenpinschers, cats and
their box turtles and Koi. They enjoy camping, traveling and spending time with their family. The Bentz family join us by
Letter of Transfer from Evangelical Reformed UCC in Frederick, MD. Welcome to the Bentz family!
Ryan, Krista and Jocelyn (Joci) Bentz, were born and raised in Frederick, Maryland. Joci is two months old. Krista is a
Student and a Preschool Teacher, and Ryan works for United Parcel Service, his studies having been in Business Administra-
tion. Krista enjoys scrapbooking, and Ryan enjoys Nascar and college football. They both enjoy spending time with their
new daughter. Ryan and Krista join us by Letter of Transfer from Evangelical Reformed UCC in Frederick, MD.
Welcome Ryan, Krista and Joci!

203
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Donna Arthur lives in Chesterbrook Apartments in Middletown with her son, Connor McNeil,
who is 13 years old. She has lived in Middletown for almost 14 years, hailing originally from
Roanoke, Virginia. Donna works in the finance department at HomeCall, Inc. She enjoys being
a mom of a child with special needs, which doesn’t leave much time for hobbies. She is also
active in promoting awareness of Chiari Malformation, an under-diagnosed neurological disorder
which Connor has, and has started a Support Group for it on Facebook. Connor participates
with Special Olympics, and is a member of our Spirit Stars Program. His mom says he absolute-
ly loves it. Donna comes to us by Letter of Transfer from Middletown United Methodist Church. ¥
Welcome, Donnal!

Monica and Isaac Uitenbroek were born and raised in Appleton, Wisconsin. They moved
to Loudoun County in the summer of 2007 for Isaac’s job, In May 2008, they purchased a
townhome in Purcellville. Isaac was a Seabee in the Navy before attending college at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison for his Bachelor’s degree. Monica attended the same school for
her Bachelor’s and Master’s in Social Work. Monica and Isaac have been married since Sep-
tember, 2007, and are expecting their first child in June. They also have two dogs at home.
Isaac is an Assistant to the Zoning Administrator for Arlington County. Monica is a foster care
social worker in Loudoun County, working primarily with teenagers. Both Monica and Isaac
enjoy outside activities, taking their dogs to Harpers Ferry, exploring the Washington metro
area, and going to wineries. Both Monica, having been raised in the Catholic faith, and Isaac a member of a UCC church as a
child, are joining Christ Reformed by reaffirmation of faith. Monica and Isaac like the open and affirming spirit of UCC and the
welcome feeling at CRUCC. Welcome, Isaac and Monica!

CZANNNNDS LA
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2011 Consistory, Board and Committee Members

CONSISTORY
Elders
Tim Cook, David Cutler, Trinette Newman, Lorena Zecher
New: Dana Austin, Ed Link,
Deacons
Gary Bell, Susan Blum, Judy Brandenburg, Sharon Thomas
New: Mike Campbell, Mike Mummert

CHAIRPERSON OF CONGREGATION- (1 year term)
Tony Verdi (2012)

CEMETERY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Tom Brandenburg, Dave Crouse, Scott Hood, Jay House, Richard Keller, Bob Sheffler
New: George Bramhall, Linda Miller

BOARD OF CHURCH PROPERTY
Ron Blain, Tom Huffman, Bob Munsey, Terry Tasker, Ted Weston,
New: Matt Anticevich, Tom Mende, Sarah Petermann,

BOARD OF PARISH LIFE
Connie Bell, Marda Blain, Marty Estell, Gail Johnson, Jan Price, Jane Staley, Judy Zeck
New: Bea Hill, Sue Sheffler

COMBINED BOARDS (Christian Education, Mission and Evangelism)
Janet Heavner, Pat Joy, Melissa Miller, Beth Scott
New: Wendy Campbell, Linda DeLauder, Bob Galey, Mary Garwood, Lisa Remsberg, Judy Hood,

Mary Jo Clark
NOMINATING COMMITTEE — (1 year term)
To be named (Deacon) To be named (Elder) To be named (Cemetery Board)

New: Chris Johnson, Amy Poffenbarger, Zoe Worrell

***x*THESE COMMITTEES ARE APPOINTED BY CONSISTORY ****
CHURCH & MINISTRY COMMITTEE
Beth Mummert, John Wickizer, Michael Wilson, Tim Worrell
New: Paul Fink, Anita Link

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
Charlotte Hanson, Kevin Martin, Chad Tasker, Laura Verdi, Zoe Worrell
New: Bill Falconer, Debby Weaver

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE (2 year term)
Paul Hemme, Ellie Summers, Bert Thornton
New: Gregg Petermann, Robyn Shafer

USHERING COMMITTEE
Gary Bell — Coordinator

CHRIST CHURCH CHILDREN’S CENTER
Louisa Potts, Director, Tina Ruffner, Assistant Director
Kathryn Allen, Paige Gorman, Jenny Powell,
New: Andrew Beadle, Robyn Bramhall, Jen Harne, Jean Galey

Respectfully Submitted,
Chris Johnson, Chairman
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Church Attendance
January 2011

8:15am 10:30 am
January 2 72 116
January 9 67 112
January 16 59 124
January 23 73 142
January 30 66 140

January Average — 194
2011 Average — 194

USHERS
February & Team 1
February 13 Team 2
February 20 Team 3
February 27 Team 4
SOUND TECHNICIANS
February & Matt Anticevich
February 13 Tony Verdi
February 20 Luke verdi
February 27 Chris Johnson

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS
Febmarg & Dana Austin
Februa ryis Rob yn Bramhall
Februa ry 20 Renee Weston
February 27 Nawncy vom Lehn

February 2011
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ALTAR FLOWERS
February e Karin Tome
February 13 Awndrew Cort
February 20 Judy Hood
February 27 Connle § Gary Bell
MIDDLE SCHOOL HELPERS
February & Codly Huffer
February 13 Tyler Nice
February 20 ethan Remsberg
February 27 Blake Dougherty
LAYREAPERS
February & pavid Cutler
February 13 Paul Fink
February 20 Gail Patrick

February 27+

Febmalqj &

Febmalqj 13
Febmalqj 20
February 27

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS/GROUPS

Beth Mumanert

Crystal § Paul Fink
Nancy § Garry vom Lehn
wendy § Mike Campbell
Tiffany § Andrew Corl
Property Board

Plan Your Calendar

Parish Life Breakfast

' ‘\ ° ';,.

Parish Life Board is hosting breakfast on February 20 from 7:30 -10 a.m. in the social room. = " /~Q
= S

Come early and enjoy pancakes, sausage, juice and fruit with friends and family. Please
sign up on the sheet in the Narthex so we will know how much food to prepare.

\ g@ 7
/4

Gail’s Catch-All Basket

=y Our basket for February is a handy 'catch-all' for
. craft supplies, hats & gloves or can be used as a
; It begins with a pre-finished wood
J base. Several choices of dyed reed will be availa-
~ M ble for the accent colors. The cost for this class is
- /1$20.00. Please make a note that the DAY CLASS
o # I will be held on Tuesday, February 15 at 12:30
p-m. and the NIGHT CLASS will be held on Tuesday, February
Both classes will be in the Parish
Watch for the sign-up on the narthex bulletin
board. Any questions, please see Gail Johnson or Diana Corl.

22nd
House.

at 6:30 p.m.

Weaving Ministry

The Weaving Ministry will meet on
Monday, February 21 at 7:00 PM
in the Parish House. If you enjoy knit-
ting or crocheting, please come join us
-- guests are always welcome! For
more information, please contact
Kathie Tucker at wmcrucc@aol.com or
301-662-4793.

4 Weavm

y
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A Square for the Star

February 2011
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If you'd really like to leave your mark on this
church, the middle school youth group is offering a
way to make that literally happen while benefitting the
"Raise the Star!" campaign. Before the new flooring is
put down in the sanctuary, they are marking off the
space in three foot squares. You can sign up for a
square and adorn the sub-flooring with your auto-
/| graph, words of wisdom, prayers, or perhaps your favorite scripture
verse. It will become a time capsule for future generations and a
great way to bless the space. When you sign up for a square, you
can make a contribution toward the restoration work, but it is not re-
quired. You can sign up in the back of the Chapel this Sunday. For
more information, please contact the middle school youth leader, Lisa
Remsberg, at remsberg4@comcast.net.
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An Invitation to Help With Our Disability Ministries
At Christ Reformed, we celebrate the fullness of the Body of Christ, the Church, as realized through the participation
of all members of our human family. Our hope is to grow into being such a family of faith, reflecting the greatest virtues
of unity and utilizing the unique gifts of all of God’s children, regardless of cognitive, developmental, intellectual, emotion-
al, physical, or communicative abilities.

The 2011 Accessibility Summit is a national conference designed to offer a broad range of information and re-
sources to those impacted by disability, with a specialized track for building and uplifting disability ministries in faith com-
munities. Those from Christ Reformed who were able to attend last year's Summit returned inspired and committed to
enhancing our already existing ministries.

This year's Accessibility Summit is scheduled for April 1% and-2" (Friday night and Saturday) at McLean Bible
Church in Vienna, VA. Information including speaker bios and a full schedule of workshops is available at
http.//accessibilitysummit.org/. If you are interested in coming to this event and giving of yourself to further develop our
disability ministries, please contact Michelle Beadle at the church office by February 11™",

3 3 39 3 3 3% e 9 e 3 9 e e 3t 3l e e 3l e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e A e R R
Lifting Up Our Church Nursery Ministry
The Church Nursery is available during both worship services (8:15 and 10:30) and during the Sunday School hour
(9:15-10:15) every Sunday morning for children up to age 4 (or 5 if rising into kindergarten the following fall). While chil-
dren of all ages are always welcome in worship, the Church Nursery provides parents and caretakers with an alternative.

Our Nursery Ministry serves a number of important functions. It is a critical gateway whereby our youngest members,
friends, and visitors develop some of their first associations with church. The Nursery also ministers to families and care-
takers. By providing a safe, nurturing, and engaging experience for these young children, the Nursery Ministry offers par-
ents and other caretakers peace of mind while they explore their own faith journeys.

In the coming months we will be lifting up our Nursery Ministry, to celebrate all that it does to serve this community of
faith as well as to explore opportunities for enhancements. Please take a few moments to consider your hopes and
dreams for the Nursery Ministry. Do you have a story to share from your own childhood or as a parent or volunteer?

Whether or not you have children or grandchildren of ‘nursery’ age, this ministry is important for the health of our
church, and your opinion matters. We welcome your input and encourage you to forward comments to Michelle Beadle at
the church office (michelle.beadle@comcast.net or 301-371-6610).
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You-Can-Two-Can Campaign Update

The Youth Sunday School Program’s You-Can-Two-Can campaign to collect food for the Middletown
Food Bank brought in an additional 52 items in January, bringing our total to 281. That’s about 40% of our 4
goal. If we are to reach our target of 697 items by the end of the Sunday School year we will need to aver-
age just over 100 items per month for the next four months. Please be sure to leave your contributions with
your Sunday School teacher or put them in the Sukkah in the coffee hour space to ensure they get counted
with the You-Can-Two-Can totals.

In December, reusable grocery bags were distributed through the Sunday School classrooms to help kids collect and
bring items for the campaign throughout the remainder of the year. More bags are available in the Sukkah or through the
church office. See the church’s homepage for more information on hunger in our area and a list of suggested items for
donation.
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Rev. Mark Wakefield, Pastor

PERMIT 2202
Rev. Michelle Beadle, Associate Pastor Frederick, Maryland 21701

Contemporary Worship 8:15 a.m.
Sunday School for All Ages 9:15 a.m.
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour following Worship

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
301-371-6610
Fax: 301-371-6912
christreformeducc@comcast.net
www.christreformeducc.org

P.O. Box 333
12 South Church Street
Middletown , Maryland 21769

CHRIST CHURCH
CHI LDREN3S CENTI
301-371-0360

Daycare 0 Early Learning Center

Kindergarten thru 5th Grade Reaching out to help people to know God through Jesus
6:30 a.m. 0 6:00 p.m.

ey Gy Equipping people to love God through the community o
Sending people to serve God throughout the world.

Growing Project
The days may be short, the ground may be frozen, but the Field of Hope Growing Project is not lying
dormant....

Tim Ritchey-Martin, Pastor at Grossnickle Church of the Brethren, has been invited to Africa by the
Foogs Resource Bank to visit projects we have previously supported in Malawi and Zambia.
=

3, Please join us for a

$ Spaghetti Send-Off Dinner
A\ February 19 at 6pm.
\ 4 At the Grossnickle Church,
(§

Wolfsville Rd, Myersville
All are Welcome!
For planning purposes, a sign-up sheet is located on the narthex bulletin board
A free will offering will be received to help defray travel cost.

Celebrate the anticipation as we continue the work to reduce world
hunger.

X
Foods Resource Bank

A Christian response to world hunger.

Questions? Contact Linda DelLauder at 302-293-3202




