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“VISTOINS

No matter where you are on [ife’s journey, you are welcome fere.
Because Jesus has taught us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength,
and mind, and to love our neighbors as ourselves, we invite people of every race, ethnicity, sexual
orientation, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability into the worship,
rites and sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church.
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Mlarkings: Fast Money

Last week the Religious Coalition for Emergency Human Needs celebrated its 30™
anniversary. The Coalition, which runs the county’s largest homeless shelter, pro-
vides prescription assistance for those who cannot afford medicine, is the first re-
sponder in the case of threat of eviction, provides energy assistance for families and
individuals who are in danger of losing their utilities, and offers a number of other
services, is essential for the wellbeing of our county’s most vulnerable citizens.

Its work began in 1981 when the federal government cut government support for
social service programs by 25%. A group of county churches, including ours,
stepped forward to provide some of the care that the government no longer would.
As the population in Frederick has grown, the need for emergency financial assis-
tance has grown. The Coalition’s newsletter reports, "In 2010, the Religious Coalition
prevented 1,100 families from being evicted, over 1,000 clients were able to pay for
prescription medications for chronic illnesses, and 300 homeless clients found shelter
in the Alan P. Linton Jr., Emergency Shelter. More than 300 clients a month were
served at our Service Center and our food banks served 1,400 families a month."

On this 30™ anniversary we are entering a time when the same pressures are
before us. Efforts to reduce government support for social programs have drastically
reduced funds available for vulnerable citizens. To simply provide the same level of
care the Coalition will need to double contributions for individuals and families. As
Christians and as churches we are being called on once again to respond to this
need.

Our church, through the Discipleship Board, has signed up to be a partner con-
gregation with the Coalition. This means we make a significant financial contribution
to the Coalition’s work as well as encouraging our members to be involved as volun-
teers. Beyond our church’s commitment to their work each of us will have the oppor-
tunity to make a personal contribution in June.

Many of the county churches, along with the Jewish and Muslim communities and
political, business and service leaders, have organized a 48 hour fast to raise money
for the Coalition and other county non-profits. The fast will take place June 16 and
17. The goal is to replace or perhaps exceed the funds for non-profits cut by the
county government. You are invited to fast for some or all of those 48 hours and
donate the money saved on food/restaurant purchases to the Coalition or another a
non-profit in the county. You can read more about the fast by going to
www.frederick48.com.

While a fast is a biblically based means of focusing one’s attention, 48 hours of
going without our favorite burger or dessert will not solve the problem of how we
care for the poor among us. The prophet Isaiah said:

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break
every yoke?

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor
into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide
yourself from your own kin?

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring
up quickly. (Isaiah 58:6-8)

May the grumbling in our stomachs on the 16" and 17" remind us what God tru-
ly desires for us and all God’s people.

~ Mark


http://www.frederick48.com./
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Childrendos Center News ever, we hope you keep in mind that the
The Children's Center recently held its annual end of the Page 2

year picnic and preschool graduation on Wed., May 11, 2011 in
the newly renovated main sanctuary. This was their first big
event in the church since the fire of spring 2010. The Chil-
dren's Center Board Members contributed their time and ef-
forts to help make the program a success. Thanks to Board
Members Robyn Bramhall, Jen Harne, Jen Powell, Paige Gor-
man, Tina Ruffner, and Andrew Beadle for all their work. Also,
a big thank you to church members Shirley Keller, Connie Bell,
Sue Sheffler, Brian Harne, Gail Johnson, Mark Wakefield, Terry
Sparks, and Anna and Tony Verdi. The staff and children
spent hours rehearsing and families commented on what a
wonderful program it was. Thanks to all for making it a won-
derful evening.

L oveo

ASpread t he Mi ssi on

How did our church come to be? As best local historians
can calculate it was in about 1745 that our congregation and
the Lutherans began to meet just west of the present Mid-
dletown. It was born of the desire of people living in the Mid-
dletown area, but the church’s founding was the result of other
churches sending visiting pastors to organize and lead the ef-
fort.

That tradition of "planting" new churches, of existing
churches extending themselves to support leadership develop-
ment in other congregations continues. In this month’s news-
letter there is an envelope in which you are invited to make a
contribution to the "Strengthen the Church" offering. This an-
nual offering is used our Central Atlantic Conference, as well as
the UCC’s Local Church Ministries, to invigorate congregations,
foster new leaders and grow the UCC’s presence as a commu-
nity of extravagant welcome. You are invited to use the enve-
lope to support the birth and growth of new congregations.

Summer Stewardship

Memorial Day Weekend marks the unofficial start to the
summer season. We hope your summer plans provide plenty
of time for rest and renewal. While you are vacationing, how-

or f

et

church’s expenses do not take time off.
Salaries, utilities, insurance and mission
commitments are year-round realities.
We appreciate your continuing support of
the church through your pledges and of-
ferings!

Growing Project Sponsorship

This is our fourth year that we are joining with Grossnickle
Church of the Brethren and six other churches to raise money
to fight world hunger. This year’s funds will sponsor a pro-
gram in Mozambique, a country located in the central portion
of the African continent. To fund the goal of improved agricul-
ture for the people of Mozambique, you are invited to help
sponsor the planting of some acreage in our local area. Here's
how it works. An individual or group “buys” an acre of land
for $250 (or half acre for $125). A crop is planted and har-
vested. The crop is sold and the proceeds go to the Foods
Resource Bank (FRB). 100% of the proceeds are used to pur-
chase seeds, tools, fertilizer, wells, drip irrigation, etc. to help
people grow their own food. The proceeds sent through FRB
will help farmers learn new and improved farming techniques.
They will then train others in improved farming methods. This
is one way you can make a real difference in the world food
crisis.  Sponsor forms are available in the narthex. Please
contact Linda DelLauder or Cynthia Zecher for additional infor-
mation.

Girlsé Night Out

The 2011 edition of “Girls’ Night Out” and Basket Bingo
Christ Reformed style was enjoyed by more than 80 ‘girls’ of
all ages. Many thanks to Richard and Kemper Kefauver who
prepared a tasty meal featuring delicious chicken and pork
barbecue; and to Chris Johnson and his team of well trained
seryers. Mark Wakefield called the Bingo games ably assisted
by ll'onquerdi.

Winners of the Bingo games were Jessica Mekkelson,
Belinda Hill, Lauren Carnahan, Gail Johnson, Suzanne Morris
and Pat McBride. The Grand Prize strawberry theme basket
was won by Cara Johnson. There were nine lucky door prize
winners. Thanks to Connie Bell, Chris Brandenburg, Gail John-
son, Diana Corl, Jane Staley, Sue Sheffler and Lewis Corl for
set up, baskets and door prizes. The event raised $380.00
for the ‘Raise the Star’ Capital Campaign.

Softball Team T _-Shirt Sales

The softball team is selling hooded
sweatshirts, regular sweatshirts and tee
shirts with the churches logo on the front
(see image to right). The shirts are maroon
with white lettering. Tee shirts are $12.00,
crew neck sweatshirts are $20.00 and hood-
ies are $25.00. Additional charge of $2.00
for XXL and $3.00 for 3XL. They will be taking orders during
the month of June. Please see Judy Brandenburg or Lorena
Zecher after church on Sunday’s or sign up on the sheet post-
ed in the Narthex.
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The Book Club -
)  We will meet on June 22nd at 7PM in the Parish House to discuss: Page 3
E—:—i Miles To Go by Richard Paul Evans. In the second book of The Walk series, former ad exec-
€ BOOK & utive Alan Christoffersen hits a detour on his cross-country trek. Facing months of recovery
9 C © after a vicious roadside attack, he encounters a mysterious woman, who offers him a place
J‘L@ to stay. But before Alan can continue on his journey, he must first help her find her way.

Father/Son Outing Church Softball League Game Schedule for June
Friday, June 24 6/5/2011 5:00pm 1-St. Peter’s Middletown #1
5:30:PM Picnic at the Park ] - :
700 PM F::E: eder i (§/k2/20|%1p y %ngm Gla m‘:‘12-New Beginning Middletown #1
Tickets $15 per person 6/19/2011 | 5:00pm 14-Trinity United Methodist Pinecliff #3
Pleasé' sigiup by_Jﬁ"he 19 6/26/2011 5:00pm 13-St. Timothy's Red Middletown #1
FIGHTING CHILDHOOD CANCER ONE CUP AT A TIME
\ Pl f\k » - -
@Q A\\Yﬁ‘f s 8th Annual Lemonade Days
2011 Farmer ds\MafF ke @XS
AN N June 1%
7&\@6 Every Thursday through piA L@mona d@
L\\@@ September 29th g Sta d 11:00 AMi 2:00 PM
_ 3:00 to 6:00 pm A0S Church Parking Lot

Do Questions?
>, Contact Mark Boettcher
% 240.422.9237 €

FOUNDATION FOR ™
CHILDHOOD CANCER

Mark Your Calendar: A Different Summer Vacation
What do you do when you plan your great escape from the stresses and monotony of the daily grind? You put it on your
calendar! You block out that special time for rest, reflection, renewal, reconnection, and re-invigoration.

So go ahead 1 mark your calendar!
Because there is no greater place to find all of these perfect vacation elements than church — where we praise God, explore
his Holy Word, talk with Him through prayer, and listen for his reliable guidance. Take a brief moment to give yourself this
gift — the gift of an extended vacation, every Sunday morning in worship at Christ Reformed UCC, all summer long.

Children’s Chareh

Childrenés Church Transition

After about 15 month of exceptional service, our Children’s Church ministry leader, Carol Anticevich, has stepped down
to pursue new opportunities. We are grateful to Carol for sharing her diverse gifts, her deep well of faith, and her per-
sonal love and care with all the children who participated in Children’s Church, and we will continue to benefit from the
legacy of her service as the program grows.

Children’s Church is a vital ministry for the congregation, providing an age-targeted, substantive, educational, and wor-
shipful experience for our children. The Discipleship Board will be working with the Ministry Team to identify a new
leader for this ministry, but it may take some time. In the meantime, we will provide coverage to ensure that this im-
portant ministry is available for families throughout the summer.

Transitions are an ideal time to bring concerns and new ideas to the forefront for consideration. Please share your
thoughts and concerns for Children’s Church with staff and Discipleship Board members so they can be included in pro-
gram development discussions. Please email Michelle Beadle at michelle.beadle@comcast.net or send your comments
to the Discipleship Board via Debbie Bruns (our church Administrative Assistant) at debbielbruns@comcast.net.



mailto:michelle.beadle@comcast.net
mailto:debbielbruns@comcast.net
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ThismonthinCh i | dr e n 0 swe arélearningiabout Page 4
Virtue: Faith- @ Trusting in what you candt see becausle
Memory Verse:  “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we
do not see.” Hebrews 11:1, NIV

g ':’hﬁ June 5™
Y FQF\,‘«\,' Bible Story: Sky Writer (God made everything) Hebrews 10:32-35; 11:1-3
Wk ee‘if" Bottom Line:  You can trust in a God you can't see because you can see what

2\ He's created.
» AFai th I s the substance of things hoped f
o3 AHebrews 11: 1

June 12 ™

Bible Story: Take Off (God’s promise to Abraham) ¢ Hebrews 10:32-35; 11:8-12; Genesis 12:1-7

Bottom Line:  You can trust that God will keep His promises because you can see the promises He's kept.
AFor you know that when your faith s tested, your e

June 19 "
Bible Story: Turbulence (Joseph remained faithful) « Hebrews 10:32-35; 11:22;
Genesis 37:9; 39:2,20-21; 41:39-40
Bottom Line:  You can trust God to be with you in bad times because you‘ve seen how faithful He’s been.
AsSo faith comes Ffrom hearing, and hearing through

June 26 ™
Bible Story: Flight Plan (crossing the Red Sea) e Hebrews 10:32-35; 11:27,29; Exodus 14:5-31
Bottom Line:  You can trust that God can do the impossible because He’s God.
ANow Ffaith, hope, and [/ ove abi de, t hese three,; |
o1 Corinthians 13.13

Dear Chi | dr en 6 RPare@i8,ur c h
During the month of June in Ch i | d r e n 6 ,swe @il bertalking about ~

FAITH—trusting in what you can’t see because of what you
can see.

Our focus will be on several “heroes of the faith” who trusted God and experienced amazing things as a result. We
know that God still does amazing things. Perhaps someone in your family or circle of friends has experienced an incredible
event in which he or she stepped out in faith in a BIG way and/or God showed up in a BIG way—a way that was different
and bigger than what anyone could have imagined. We call these events faith stories

This summer, encourage your child to share their faith stories with you. They can either write and/or draw about their faith
story and bring it with them to share with others at Children’s Church.

Here are some questions that will help guide your child/children in telling their story:
§ Is there a time when you had to have faith in God about something that was happening in your life when He
surprised you in a big way?
What did God do that was so amazing?
How did your thinking about God change because of what happened?
In what ways did your life change because of what God did?
Were other people were affected by your faith story?

w W W W
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You -Can-Two -Can Campaign Update o
The Youth Sunday School Program'’s You-Can-Two - Can campaign to collect food 949
for the Middletown Food Bank brought in an additional 90 items in May, bringing
our total to 592 . That's about 85% of our goal of 697 . Please be sure to leave
your contributions with your Sunday School teacher or put them in the Sukkah in

the coffee hour space to ensure they get counted with the You-Can-Two-Can totals.

Think Summer! _Think VBS! /K& ,
23 SonSurf Beach Bash 8§ July 11 -15, 9:00 a.m. to0 12:00 p.m. A
~ SonSurf Beach Bash is an open invitation for all rising kindergarteners through 5th % 7
graders to celebrate the Good News of Jesus Christ simply by joining the par-
ty! Wel'll listen to gnarly music, tell most-excellent Bible stories, play radical beach games, create awesome crafts,
and nosh on scrumptious snacks. A registration form is included in this Visions Newsletter or can be accessed
online at www.christreformeducc.org.

A VBS Just for Pre -Schoolers: July 11 -15
This year, the Christ Church Children's Center is working with the congregation to offer a special VBS program just
for pre-schoolers ages 3 and 4 (not rising into kindergarten in fall 2011). Because this is a first attempt, it will be
an 'in-house' program, limited to Christ Reformed UCC families, children enrolled in the Children's Center, and chil-
dren of VBS volunteers only. The program will run concurrent with the elementary-aged VBS, using the same cur-
riculum (SonSurf Beach Bash ). Registration forms are available on our website, in the Narthex, or by contacting
the church office.

A Word to Our Middle Schoolers: Art Is Ageless
There is no “aging-out” of artistic expression. If anything, we grow into an ever-deeper appreciation for what we
learn and are able to express through art. During the summer, our Middle School Sunday School students are en-
couraged to take advantage of our art-centered curriculum. Students are welcome to help facilitate the class for
the younger kids (people often learn best by teaching) or to take up the lesson of the morning and make their own
creations. We will be sure that there is ample age-appropriate seating, art materials, and reference support for our
Middle School participants.

Arty -Fact Explorers

Volunteers Needed

This summer our children will become Arty -
Fact Explorers , delving into scripture and dis-
covering that old truths still hold new meaning!
But even the most skilled explorers need
guides — without them they will surely get lost.
We need your help. Please sign-up to help fa-
cilitate one or two Sunday School sessions this sum-
mer (from 9:15-10:15 a.m.). No artistic ability is
required. Class facilitators just need to come with
an open mind and a desire to encourage the chil-
dren to feel safe and affirmed as they create. The
sign-up sheet is posted on the left-hand bulletin
board in the Narthex, and a copy of the Arty -Fact
Explorers Sunday School curriculum is also posted
for your review and consideration.

" Stuff" Needed

Some kids love to draw, others pre-
fer paint. And still others love duct tape! For
those kids who are inclined to build, we would
like to have a "stuff" center - a place populat-
ed with paper towel rolls, old soup ladles, fun-
nels, egg cartons, pipe cleaners, clean plastic
bottles, etc., - items they can piece together
to make their vision a reality through sculpture. Of
course, items need to be clean and have no sharp
edges, but other than that we would appreciate a
diversity of shapes, colors, and textures. Take a
second look at recyclable/reusable items at home or
work and consider bringing them in for Arty -Fact
Explorers . There is a box in the back of the Chap-
el to receive your donations.
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Kurt Borkman is the son of Chris and Rosy Borkman. Kurt is graduating from Middletown g
High School and he plans to attend the Maine Maritime Academy in the fall.

Joshua Corl is the son of Andrew Corl and step-son of Tiffany Corl. He is graduating from
Middletown High School and in the fall will be attending Johnson & Wales University in Prov-
idence Rhode Island to begin studying Baking and Pastry Arts and Food Service Manage-
ment.

Nicole Hood , daughter of Scott and Judy Hood, will graduate from Middletown High School, ranked *
#1 unweighted in her class of 328. She will be majoring in Ag Business at Delaware Valley College in
Doylestown, PA, in the fall where she will also be playing field hockey.

Lucien Joy, the son of Pat and Mark Joy is graduating from Gov.Thomas Johnson High School. Heis *
an AP scholar and will be attending McDaniel College in the Fall. He plans to major in Psychology and
minor in Deaf Studies. His outside interests are music, theater and gymnastics. He will be life guard-
ing this summer.

Tyler Justin Martin , graduating with Highest Honors from Governor Thomas Johnson High School
(GTIHS), is the son of Kevin and Rosemary Martin and youngest grandson of Richard and Ann Mar- *
tin. Tyler attended the Frederick Community College Career and Technology Center from 2009-2011,
receiving college credits for Computer Technician Analyst and Cisco Networking classes. Tyler is a _.
,* member of the National Honor Society (2009-2011) and National Technical Honor Society (2010- ﬁ
- 2011). In addition, he earned a GTJHS Academic Letter and Pins. Tyler is a member of Antietam -
++ Camp #3, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW) (2006-present), serving as its Patriotic -
sr Instructor 2009-present. He also volunteers at the Homewood Retirement Center and tutors math at +
GTIHS. Tyler maintained Exemplary Attendance and made the Honor Roll each term at GTJHS. He *
plans to major in mathematics/engineering. Tyler is enrolled at Hood College with the academic *
awards of a Hood Heritage Scholarship, Muriel Binder and Mildred K. Binder Fund, and Presidential
Scholarship.

“  Alden Robert Sparks, the son of Terry and Fred Sparks will be graduating from Middletown High -
School with a 3.5 GPA. He has been a four year member of the marching band and a two year mem-
ber of Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA). Alden was elected FBLA chapter president for

2010-2011. He has received 1% place FBLA state competition awards in Management Decision Making
. and Business Ethics and also received a Frederick County Public Schools Career and Technology Out- .
o standing Student award. Alden will be interning at the National Institutes of Health this summer as an .
<= automation clerk. He plans on attending Salisbury University next year and majoring in business and -
7+ continuing on to a five year MBA program. PAq

n Robby Tucker, the son of Beth Tucker is graduating from Middletown High School. Robby was on .
+- the swim team and the baseball team for all four years. His outside interests are hunting, fishing and -
<= church softball. He plans to attend FCC in the fall. Ye

ﬁ April Hoffman , daughter of Andrew and May Hoffman graduated with a B.A. from Hood College with {;
2. amajor in Biology and a minor in History. April was a member of both the Alpha-Lambda Delta Fresh- .
<= man Honor Society and the Tri Beta Biology Honor Society. She was a four year member of the Hood -
7+ College Dance Ensemble, serving as co-captain for two years. This summer, April has an internship -+
v with SAIC Frederick and she plans to attend graduate school in the fall. Ye

ol
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MIDDLE SCHOOL HELPERS ALTAR FLOWERS Page 7
June 5 Cara Johnson June 5 Harding Wedding
June 12 Thomas Corl June 12 Stephanie Mekkelson
June 19 Taylor Long June 19 Karin Tome
June 26 Trevor McClure June 26 Ben Palmer
LAYREADERS SOUND TECHNICIANS
June 5 P_aul F'.nk June 5 Matt Anticevich
June 12 Gail Patrick June 12 Tony Verdi
June 19 Beth Mummert June 19 Luke Verdi
June 26 Gregg Petermann June 26 Chris Johnson
COFFEE HOUR HOST_S/GROUPS NURSERY VOLUNTEERS
June 5 Beth & Mike Mum_mgrt June 5 Barbara Ohler
June 12 . All Church Picnic June 12 Mary Johnson
June 19 Dinah & Aaron Esworthy June 19 Jo Kef
. . yce Kefauver
June 26 Gail & Chris Johnson June 26 Windy Tasker
and Property Board
USHERS
Church Attendance June 5 Team 4
May 2011 June 12 Team 5
8:15am 10:30 am June 19 Team 6
May 1 67 112 June 26 Team 1
May 15 61 140 . Birth Announcements fi Welcome
May 22 64 152 5 Olivia Ann was born on May 14, 2011. :
May 29 74 130 g Congratulations to Katie & Devaughn Bittle. %
;:I)aﬁ ':\\/erzzz__lzig Lyndon Jacob was born on May 29, 2011.
g Congratulations to Monica & Isaac Uitenbroek. g

| Thank You Noles I

Thank You to Our Youth Sunday School Team

For giving of your time and talents to share the good news of Christ with the
youngest among our growing community of faith, thank you.

Gail Johnson — Preschool

Jay Bidle and Stephanie Bidle — Kindergarten & I°* Grade
Carmen Lescure, Melissa Miller, Sarah Petermann, and Amy Poffenbarger—

2" and 37 Grade

Judy Hood and Nicole Hood — 4" and 5" Grade
Tim Cook and Beth Tucker — Middle School
Amanda and Patrick Shafer — High School

Also, a special thanks to Carol Anticevich, Kim Bentz, Wendy Campbell, Andrew
and Tiffany Corl, Cathy Cutler, Linda DelLauder, Jean Galey, Kim Hughes, Lynette
and Bob Kaufmann, Greg Petermann, Lisa Remsberg, Terry Sparks and Laura
Verdi for your willingness to step up and help when we have had need for aides,
substitutes, and superintendents. Your support in our times of need has been

invaluable!

Thank you everyone for your support,
emails, cards and phone calls during
my brother Charlie’s recent illness and
death. It is comforting to know that
so many people here at Christ Re-
formed (some whom I've never met!!)
care so much. Your care and concern
continues to be a source of comfort
during this time. The support from
Mark, Michelle and Gail was above
and beyond. Thanks also to Diana
and Ruth for helping “hold down the
fort” while I was out of town. I am
blessed to work in such a great place.
Thanks again! Debbie Bruns
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Contemporary Worship 8:15 a.m.

Sunday School for All Ages 9:15 a.m. ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.

Coffee Hour following Worship

Church Office Hours
MondayFriday: 9:00 a.r8:00 p.m.
301-371-6610
Fax: 301371-6912
christreformeducc@comcast.net
www.christreformeducc.org

P.O. Box 333
12 South Church Street
Middletown , Maryland 21769

CHRIST CHURCH
CHI LDRENGS CENT[ER
301-371-0360
Daycare 0 Early Learning Center

Kindergarten thru 5th Grade Reaching out to help people to know God through Jesus
6:30 a.m. 0 6:00 p.m.

Monday 8 Friday Equipping people to love God through the community o
Sending people to serve God throughout the world.

StraWberry Sviidae &
A ll-Chvreh Picttic

WHEN: June 12
After the 10:30 Service
WHERE: Front Lawn of the
Church & Parish House
WHAT: Great food & fellowship
// \ Crafts, games, activities
<=\ MooRrbounce

p= i

r

I,f/ - 2 - Cost s $3 per person or $10 per family

i e A Sponsored by Parish Life &
/ M ’ ' - Discipleship Boards




