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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
Because Jesus has taught us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength,
and mind, and to love our neighbors as ourselves, we invite people of every race, ethnicity, sexual

orientation, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability into the worship,
rites and sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church.

This week we completed the final piece of restoration work after last
year’s fire. The tonal workers, whose job it is to tweak, tune and tinker with
the collection of pipes, keys and wind chests until they produce the most
beautiful sound possible, wrapped up their work on the organ and headed
back to Ohio. Late on Monday I had the chance to hear one of Schantz Or-
gan Company’s employees test out the instrument. It was absolutely lovely.
I remarked that I would love to hear our old organ in our old space played
side-by-side with the new configuration, but even lacking that point of refer-
ence it is clear to my amateur ears that we've taken a great leap forward.
The combination of the new organ and the hardwood flooring will provide
great leadership and support for our 10:30 service.

We'll begin using it this week, but Schantz has suggested we hold off on
a dedicatory event for a few months. It seems that even with as finely
crafted and constructed instrument as the one we've installed there still may

N 0198"1"8]’ be glitches. One of the workers told me of a grand concert planned for the
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newly installed organ of a big church. The big moment came and the sanc-
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tuary was filled, but the organ wouldn't utter a peep. An electrical wiring
2 problem surfaced that kept the instrument from playing.

We'll let some time pass before we dedicate our new organ. Since our
last two pipe organs each lasted about half a century we figure we don't
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3 need to rush things. Instead, we'll simply begin to use the organ this Sun-
day rather than waiting for a grand debut. Which is probably the way
things ought to be.

When should I join the church? When should I start singing in the

Chritian Education 4 choir? When should I participate in a mission project? When should I teach
ildren’s Church . .
Sunday School? Often people ask themselves those questions and decide to
November Calendar Insert put it off until everything is in place and settled. Until the “glitches” in their
Community Outreach 5 life, their faith, their schedule and their job get smoothed out. They want to
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make sure all the problems are worked out, the questions are answered and
their life is simpler. Unfortunately that time rarely arrives.

Plan Your Calendar
Growing Project
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7 Which argues for just starting to play. Jesus said, “Where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also.” Often Stewardship Committees and

8 preachers turn that around. We figure once we know where our heart is,
(Continued on page 2)
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Our constituti
a budget for

ongregational Budget Meeting on Sunday, November 6

on calls for a meeting of the congregation on the first Sunday of November to adopt

the next year. You are encouraged to attend that meeting which will take place in
the Chapel at 9:15 am on Sunday, November 6",
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(Continued from page 1)

where our loyalties and commitments and convictions are then the support of our time, talent and
treasure will follow. But Jesus’ words actually reverse that order. “Where our treasure is, there
our heart will be also.” He says, “Give. Give your time. Give your energy. Give your financial
support and you will find your heart shaped by that decision.” Committing ourselves heart and
soul is not a prerequisite to faithful living. Sometimes committed faith grows out of the simple
act of just showing up and sitting in the back pew. Sometimes spiritual depth comes as the result
of the mundane decision to get out of bed early enough on Sunday morning to join one of the
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classes at 9:15. Sometimes Bach’s “Toccata and Fugue in D minor” begins with “Chopsticks.”

In the midst of trying economic times, to count oneself blessed can be a challenge. We count ourselves as living on the
edge. We count ourselves in trouble. We count ourselves uncertain about what the future holds. But blessed? Yet again

and again our scriptures recall God’s presence and blessings in the midst of difficult situations. Blessings are not found in the
absence of challenges, but often most profoundly in the midst of them.

Count Yourself Blessed! is a call to respond to this basic truth with tangible expressions of support for the presence of
God through the life and work of Christ Reformed UCC. Early in November each member and friend of the church will re-
ceive an invitation to return a commitment card on which each person or family can indicate an estimate of financial giving
for 2012. We ask everyone to respond because the pledges of support are one of the means the Consistory has for planning
the work of the church in the coming year. These pledges are known only to our financial secretary and can be amended as

your financial situation changes

Children’s Center News

October has been a busy month at the Children's Center!
This month we acknowledged Fire Safety Week by visiting the
Middletown Volunteer Fire House. The kids had a wonderful
time learning about how the heroes right across the street
from our center protect the members of our community.

To kick off a fun, fall season we took a trip to Jumbo's
Pumpkin Patch! The kids enjoyed going on the hay ride and
were excited to find their way through the corn maze!

The kids and staff are excited to show off their costumes to
our neighborhood businesses during our parade on Church
Street on Monday, October 31!

Adult Vaccination Recommendations Part #1
Flu, Pneumonia, Pertussis, Hepatitis and Shingles
Most of us consider vaccinations something more apropos
to children, except of course for the flu vaccine which we are
reminded about this time every year. Did you know that there
are many other vaccinations and boosters that are recom-
mended for adults -- any one over 18 years of age. Among
them Pneumonia, Hepatitis A and B, and Shingles vaccinations
and boosters for many of the childhood diseases that we ei-
ther had or received vaccinations for when we were growing
up. Did you know that as we age our immunity can fade,
making us susceptible to these diseases and therefore able to
spread them to small children, elderly adults and others
whose immune systems may be weakened? We'll talk about
seasonal flu, pneumonia and Pertussis this month and add
Shingles, and Hepatitis A and B next month.

In addition to flu shots there are other vaccines that are
strongly recommended for adults. We recommend you talk to

your family physician to find out which are most important
for you. The following is some general information to help
you make your decision, more specific information can be
found on the web by going to AARP (American Association
of Retired Persons), CDC ( Centers for Disease Control) or
NIH (National Institutes of Health) websites.

“Seasonal Flu” shot time has arrived and you can
hardly go anywhere without seeing the reminders to get
your flu shot. Remember how important it is to get the sea-
sonal flu shot, which as always has 3 strains of flu virus in-
cluded, one of them being HIN1(swine flu). The (CDC) in
Atlanta report that every year 5% to 20% of people in the
US get the ‘flu” and from 1990 to 1999, over 36,000 Ameri-
cans died from flu and its related aftermath pneumonia —
most of these people were over the age of 65. So far there
are no reportable cases this year but if you get your shots
now you will be protected by the time the flu arrives, the
season begins in November and runs until February.

Along with your seasonal flu shot other precautions to
take in order to protect yourself from flu and other viruses
are: wash your hands frequently - lots of soap, water and
friction for at least 20 seconds, Use alcohol based hand san-
itizers when washing is not possible and stay home if you
are sick to keep from spreading the disease to others

The "Pneumonia Vaccine” is highly recommended for
everyone over the age of 65 years, and people of any age
who have underlying medical issues such as heart, lung or
kidney disease, diabetes, smokers and people with asthma.
If you received the vaccine for any reason before the age of
65, it is recommended that at age 65 you have another or
booster dose.
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The vaccine covers only half of the possible strains that
cause pneumococcal pneumonia, but is considered to be an
essential part of care for our aging population. Pneumonia
strikes many victims as a secondary complication following
surgery, influenza, or other viral and bacterial infections. In
other words it hits us when we are at our lowest resistance.

Petussis or Whopping Cough Vaccination is a seri-
ous infectious disease that has been on the rise in the US
over the last decade among all age groups. Like many of
the vaccinations received in childhood or immunities gained
from having the disease this one has been found to fade and
so the disease is showing up again. The CDC reports that in
2005, over 26,000 cases were reported.

Whooping cough is difficult to diagnose but is character-
ized by the severe and pronounced coughing bouts that can
last for weeks causing difficulty breathing, eating and sleep-
ing, and such violent coughing spells as to cause cracked
ribs and hospitalization. The CDC recommends that all
adults age 19 to 64 years receive a booster shot of Tdap (a
combination shot of Tetanus-Diphtheria-Pertussis) as op-
posed to the previously recommended Td (Tetanus-
Diphtheria) shots. It is recommended that adults who have
close contact with infants under the age of 12 months
(attention new grandparents), health care providers and
new mothers also receive the booster shot. The Td
(Tetanus-Diptheria) booster is still recommended to be given
every 10 years or whenever you receive a deep or dirty
wound. Next Month: Shingles, Hepatitis A and B Vac-
cine.

Chili Throwdown for a Good Cause
Gi'l»"“.ﬂ From white chicken chili to hearty beef
G@OIQ- versions, you are invited to taste some of
WAL the CRUCC staff’s best cooking on Satur-
@fg'a day, November 5, beginning at 5:00 p.m.
Each staff member is going to prepare his
or her own special chili recipe (from wimpy mild to muy ca-
liente). You can sample each then vote for your favorite.
Pizza will be available for children.

All this culinary fun is in support of the UCC's Mission:1,
an effort to raise consciousness about and support for elimi-
nating hunger around the world. All proceeds will go toward
hunger relief efforts. The cost is $11.11 for adults and
$1.11 for children. Admission includes chili and all the fixin's
as well as beverages and dessert. To sign up please add
your name to the bulletin board in the narthex or email Deb-
bie in the church office at debbielbruns@comcast.net.

Homewood at Crumland Farms Auxiliary

“A merry heart does good like medicine...” Proverbs 17:22
is the theme of this year's Homewood Auxiliary Membership
Drive. Homewood Auxiliary members are ‘Merry Hearts'-
working hand-in-hand with Homewood staff to help provide
the kind of *medicine only a friend can give. This is the time
for you to consider being a good friend for Homewood's
Health Care Center residents by giving of your time, talents,
and resources. As an Auxiliary member, you will receive
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Fireside, which will keep you up to
date on all the events and programs
on the Homewood campuses. Our
church has always been kind in sup-
port of Homewood at Crumland
Farms. If you are interested in find-
ing out more about volunteer oppor-
tunities and/or becoming a member of the Auxiliary,
please see Ann Martin, Diana Corl, or Carol Anticevich.
Auxiliary dues are $3.00 for individual or $5.00 for joint
memberships. We will be available on Sunday mornings
until the end of this year and look forward to answering
your questions and registering or renewing your mem-
berships.

Roof Slates

As part of the restoration of
the sanctuary of Christ Re-
formed UCC, the south side of
the slate roof was replaced. A
limited number of slates were
kept to create a keepsake of the
church with proceeds going to v
the “Raise the Star” Capital 2
Campaign. A laser image of the =
church, name & location has been applied to the slate.
A label on the back has the following inscription:

In 1745 a congregation of German settlers began to
meet as a Reformed Church in the Middletown Valley.
For more than 265 years the congregation has minis-
tered to the local community and the wider world
through worship, education and service. This slate was
salvaged from the fire on March 4, 2010 which severely
damaged the altar and roof areas of the sanctuary.

The slate is approximately 10” x 10.” A sample is on
display in the Coffee Hour area. The cost of a slate is
$30.00. They will be available for purchase each Sun-
day beginning November 6. You may reserve yours in
advance by calling the Church Office at 301-371-6610.
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Honduras Mission Trip

The 18™ trip in support of our partnership with Iglesia
Bethel in El Progreso, Honduras will take place January
10-19, 2012. Through the years our church has sent
many members and friends to help build housing and,
more importantly, to build relationships with our sister
church in that country.

There are limited spaces left on the January trip, so
please speak to Mark or Michelle as soon as possible if
you might be interested. The cost including airfare is
$910. The Discipleship Board can provide assistance if
you would like to take part.

For more information contact Rev. Gerry Hanberry at
pastorgh@comcast.net
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Christian Education TS

Advent Devotionals Novem{)e;a;(:j
Age appropriate Advent calendar activities and devotionals will be available for all children in
our congregation ages nursery through 5" grade. Materials will be distributed through the
nursery and Sunday School classes on the first Sunday of Advent, November 27, If you
need to collect your child’s activity/devotional apart from Sunday School, please contact the
church office and we will arrange to get it to you.
*
J el

Middle School Youth

Upcoming Events

R e e e Y O i PRI R T v ST

November 13%
6:00-8:00 PM
Dinner & fellowship at the church

Middle School Youth having fun at Summers Farm.

Children’s Church

This month in Children’s Church, we are learning about
Gratitude — Letting others know you see how they’ve helped you.

Make a Pitstop: Pull over for a gratitude adjustment!

Memory Verse: 'Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God'’s will for you in
Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18

November 6 — You always have something to be grateful for.
Bible Story: Silver Lining (always be thankful principle)
1 Thessalonians 5:18

November 13" — Take time to adjust your attitude.
Bible Story: Day Job (the parable of the vineyard workers)
Matthew 20:1-15

November 20" — Take time to say thank you.
Bible Story: Leaping Lepers (Jesus heals 10 lepers)
Luke 17:11-19

November 27" — Take time to celebrate what God has done.
Bible Story: Think Twice (Lord’s supper)
Luke 22:14-20
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Holiday Assistance

This holiday season the Discipleship Board has chosen to help support the work of The Religious
Coalition for Emergency Human Needs. The Coalition coordinates with the Salvation Army, Toys
for Tots, and other non-profits to ensure the widest possible distribution of assistance without du-
plication. To help the Coalition with Christmas assistance, we are asking for donations
of the following:

¢ Stocking stuffers (children's story books, small safe toys, gloves, hats, etc.)

+ New hygiene items including diapers, laundry detergent, toilet tissue, shampoo, toothpaste, etc.
+ New white underwear and white socks for the Cold Weather Shelter

ﬁ Look for the box in the Narthex from November 13" until November 27",

Fraser Fir Wreath Sale

Garrett County Habitat for Humanity will be selling Fraser Fir wreaths to support their home building
program. The wreaths are 20-22" in diameter and have a red velvet bow and a card featuring the
2011 Habitat family, the Miller-Ringers family. All profits from the sale go directly toward building
decent, affordable homes for families in Garrett County MD. The cost for each wreath is still
$21.00. Orders and payment must be received by Sunday, November 13". Delivery will be the
weekend of December 4. Sign up on the bulletin board or see Diana Corl for more information.
Checks should be made payable to Christ Reformed Church and given to Diana Corl or Gail Johnson.

Care Packages for our College Students
Parish Life is collecting items for care packages. There is a box in the Narthex for donations. Packages will be

sent out during the week of November 13'™. Also, if you haven't already sent us your child’s current college ad-
dress and status, please do so by November 13", so they can be included in this project. Please send the infor-
mation to Debbie Bruns at debbielbruns@comcast.net or call the church office.

Learning the Joy of Giving in Children's Church and Spirit Stars &\s\ m”b@
October 2 marked the grand opening of the Christ Reformed Giving Store, a mission &&

Gl

program of the Children's Church and Spirit Stars ministries. Children earn plastic giving
coins through presence, participation, and particular achievements that they can then use
to purchase items to fill stockings for the Salvation Army's Christmas Stocking Program.
Throughout October, the children have enthusiastically collected their coins, and have thoroughly enjoyed perusing
through the diversity of toys, games, and gadgets available in the store. All our stockings are for children ages 7-9
years, with an even split between boys and girls. Many thanks to the Discipleship Board for their support of this
initiative, as well as to individual donors in our congregation who have given to underwrite this program. Your con-
tributions are inspiring and deeply appreciated.

Gently-Used Toy Drive
~ Debbie Bruns in the church office is once again organizing a toy drive through the Faithful Servants
@ @ COB. We are looking for gently used toys, games, books, etc. A specific request for baby items
; .8 \‘%‘ has been made this year....but all age-related items are welcomed. Please drop off items to the
[l @) church office or contact Debbie at 301-371-6610 to arrange pick-up. Deadline is November 30",
X Thanks so much!

Wanted: Used Eyeglasses, etc.
The Lions Club collects used eyeglasses, eyeglass cases, frames and lenses 5‘,
year-round. There is a collection box in the Narthex for your donations.
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SOUND TECHNICIANS ALTAR FLOWERS
November & Luke Vverdi Noverber & Pat Wiles
November 13 Chris Johnson Novewmber 13 qail Patrick
November 20 Nick Flnk November 20 Chris Brandenburg
November 27 Tony Verdi Novewmber 27 _oste Smith
N MRSERY VOLUNTEERS
November & Pat Wiles
MIDDLE SCHOOUL HELPERS
Novemlber 13 Beth Tucker ,
November & Kerl Weston
November 20 w’molud Tasker
b Noverler 13 Kate \wWeston
Noveroer 2 Renee Hutter
° =7 ff November20 Jordan Bramhall
USHERS Novemlber 27+ Ethan Rewmsberg
November & Team 2
LAYREADERS
November 13 Team 3
Novembeyr & ellen Cooke
Novemlber 20 Team 4
Novembeyr 13 Wethg Canpbell
November 27+ Team 5
November 20 Beth Tucker
November 27+ Beth Munmumert
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g Baptisms COFFEE HOUR HOSTS/GROUPS
Lyndon Jacob Uitenbroek, son of Monica and November & called to care
Isaac Uitenbroek was baptized on October 16, November 13 Terrd § Mark Boettcher
2011. and Stewardship Board
: Weddings November 20 Beth § Mike Mummert

Jacob Alexander Zeck & Michelle Lee Shores | Novenber 27 Downa Arthur

were wed on September 30, 2011.

and Parish Life Board

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

Thank Jou Noftes

The Rohr and Wickless families would like to extend our sin- \
cere appreciation and gratitude for the love and support we ~

have received throughout our "journey" with our son and p—
]
K 3

grandson, Ian. Thank you all, for your prayers, cards, notes
Thanks

and gifts. Your kindness means so very much to us and to

Ian. It was truly a joy for us to visit, and for you to finally
meet Ian.

Love in Christ,

Katie, Tom, Ian, Sue and Frank
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o 0./ 2Fall Don’t forget....Daylight Saving Time ends. Page 7
oy Back  set your clocks back one hour on November 6 at 2:00AM

The Book Club
@—q The Book Club will meet on November 16 at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish house to discuss
== Heaven is for Real: A Little Boy’s Astounding Story of His Trip to Heaven and Back by
2 BOOK % Todd Burpo and Lynn Vincent. A young boy emerges from life-saving surgery with re-
CLIB  markable stories of his visit to heaven.

A Sheltering God

A concert to benefit the Religious Coalltlon Cold Weather Shelter
9 & the Christ Reformed UCC Music Ministry
(a free will offering will be collected)

Save the Date!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4

Sign-up to serve
or provide a dessert!

SOUP KITCHEN

Sunday, November 13, 2011
Christ Reformed UCC Sanctuary

Singers will include Lauren Carnahan, Matt Shew,
Terry Sparks, Madelyn Cross, & Bethany Norris

Community Thanksgiving Service
— Each year the congregations of Middletown gather for a joint worship service on the Sunday be-
V\ﬁ "’\ _ fore Thanksgiving. It is a great opportunity to worship with people who may be our next-door
C o MM U N : T @ neighbors. This year's service will take place on November 20 at 7:00 p.m. at the Mid-

Tb&l?’lk.?‘ ZVZ?’Z; dletown United Methodist Church. Michelle will be the preacher for the evening and there will

be joint adult and youth choirs. Please make plans to join in this special event.

Basket Class

The Christmas Basket for 2011 is a Nativity Ornament which is a smaller version of an earlier design.
Because of the Thanksgiving holiday, both the day and evening classes will be held on Tuesday, No-
vember 15%™. The day class will meet at 12:30 p.m. and the evening class will meet at 6:30 p.m.
Cost for this class is $10.00. Please add your name to the sign-up on the narthex bulletin board.

Sunshine and blue skies, autumn leaves, sheep in the
fields—a perfect setting for the culmination of the
Growing Project’s year, the Harvest Celebration at the
Field of Hope near Myersville. The afternoon began
with a hayride around the farm and continued with a
beautiful service of thanksgiving. Prayers and read-
ings, a review of this year’s many activities (including
FRB Annual Meeting, Tractor Dave’s visit, Pastor Tim's
trip to Africa, guests from Bolivia), an overview of this
year's Mozambique cattle project, and songs of praise ' = L
were included to uplift and inform the attendees. The service was followed by a cake auction, where over 30 cakes
were sold, including 12 donated by CRUCC members. There was also a silent auction of other baked goodies. In ad-
dition to the hayride, children enjoyed making scarecrows, toasting marshmallows over a fire, petting two baby calves,
and other games. A variety of traditional Mozambique food was served, as well as soup and sandwiches. It was a
wonderful ending to a successful year for the Growing Project, and we are grateful to the many folks who participated
in SO many ways.
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Contemporary Worship 8:15 a.m.

Sunday School for All Ages 9:15 a.m. ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.

Coffee Hour following Worship

Church Office Hours
MondayFriday: 9:00 a.r8:00 p.m.
301-371-6610
Fax: 301371-6912
christreformeducc@comcast.net
www.christreformeducc.org

P.O. Box 333
12 South Church Street
Middletown , Maryland 21769

CHRIST CHURCH
CHILDREN’S CENTER
301-371-0360
Daycare — Early Learning Center

Kindergarten thru 5% Grade Reaching out to help people to know God through Jesus
6:30 3.M. — 6:00 p.m.

Monday - Friday Equipping people to love God through the community o
Sending people to serve God throughout the world.

Mission. =

When:Novembelf & 5:00 PM

WhereSocial Room
Hosts:Church Staff & Parish Life
Cost: $11.11 per Adult

$1.11 for Children




