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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.   
Because Jesus has taught us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength,  

and mind, and to love our neighbors as ourselves, we invite people of every race, ethnicity, sexual  
orientation, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability into the worship, 

rites and sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church. 

“God loves a cheerful giver.”  Often we hear this scripture as a very sweet 
sentiment, one that evokes visions of radiant faces, each an outward expression 
of an inner experience of pure Divine grace.  And this joy, warming the heart 
and satisfying the soul, comes with the knowledge that there is no greater ex-
perience of oneness with God than that found in giving for the sake of giving.  
While we’re at it, let’s add a crackling, cozy fire in the fireplace, the smell of 
fresh-baked bread, and the laughter of dear friends.  And puppies, don’t forget 
the puppies. 

Alright, so that’s getting carried away, but you can see where I’m going 
with this.  The fact is, this verse from 2 Corinthians 9 has a very important story 
to tell, of faith in action, of courage and responsibility.  But what it is not is a 
story of some unrealistic Utopian ideal that by definition cannot be reached.  
Yet there are those who have been so indoctrinated in the necessity of being 
‘cheerful,’ that when they don’t achieve that Utopian vision they become dis-
couraged.  Rather than experiencing joy, every act of giving becomes a remind-
er that they are not who they wish they were.  Even more tragic is how this 
verse is also used to rationalize the very real impulse not to give.  There are 
many who flagrantly hide behind this scripture text, asserting that since they 
aren’t ‘cheerful’ about giving, they just shouldn’t give. 

Giving can be a fickle experience; it can at times feel authentically enrich-
ing, bringing growth in our relationships with God and with our community.  But 
sometimes giving is experienced as just one more unwanted obligation, as a 
disruption to our dreams for ourselves and our families, or as something that 
just plain runs against the grain.  And as Paul shows us, we aren’t the first peo-
ple to struggle with this inner battle. 

The Corinthians had made an extravagant monetary pledge to support the 
faithful in Jerusalem.  In 2 Cor. 9, Paul unapologetically employs the tactic of 
anticipatory shame: he reminds them that if they renege on their pledge, not 
only will they significantly hurt the saints in Jerusalem, but they will humiliate 
Paul, undermine the faith by making it look like a haven for hypocrites, and 
shame themselves, not to mention how they’ll have rejected God’s call to share.  
It’s in this context that Paul reminds them, “God loves a cheerful giver” [wink, 
wink].  In other words, find your happy place, wherever that is, and follow 
through with what the Good News requires. 

Christ Reformed is a generous congregation, but we’re up against significant 
cultural opposition.  In addition to the incessant barrage of consumerism, our 
children are constantly bombarded with candy and treats, crayons with every 
menu, stickers and prize boxes, and a toy with every burger and fries.  But ra-
ther than fostering a deeper sense of generosity, there is a greater sense of 
entitlement.  And the young are not the only ones who have become ensnared 
in this trap. 

Enter the Church.  All the more it’s up to us to teach the joy of giving – 
what it really means and not the Utopian fantasy.  We must promote the indeli-
ble links between the love of God and the love of neighbor.  Sure, sometimes 
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2011 Neighbors In Need 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of 
the UCC that we collect each year on the first Sunday in Oc-
tober.  It supports ministries of justice and compassion 
throughout the United States.  From supporting street minis-
try in San Francisco, workers rights in Memphis and Native 
American churches across the country, NIN helps those with-
out a voice be heard, those without a home find shelter and 
those without hope find it. One-third of NIN funds support 
the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM).  Two-thirds 
of the offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness Min-
istries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advo-
cacy efforts, and direct service projects.  Please use the en-
velope enclosed with the October Visions to make your con-
tribution or simply write a check to Christ Reformed UCC and 
note it "NIN." 

Opening Soon...The Christ Reformed Giving Store 

Connecting the Love of God with the Love of Neighbor 

This October, we are launching a 
new initiative to help the children of 
Christ Reformed experience the joy 

of giving while learning about the 
Good News of Jesus Christ.  

Through participation in our Children’s Church and Spirit 
Stars ministries, children will earn giving coins.  Coins can be 
earned through presence, participation, and particular 
achievements.  These coins can then be used to purchase 
items from the Giving Store for children in need in our com-
munity and around the world. 

Our first recipients will be beneficiaries of the Salvation 
Army’s Stocking Program.  As children at Christ Reformed 
earn enough coins to fill a stocking, they will be able to select 
which items to include and to fill the actual stocking them-
selves.  Many thanks to the Discipleship Board for allocating 
the necessary Mission funds to support this initiative.  If you 
would like to make a monetary donation to support this ef-
fort, please contact Michelle Beadle in the Church Office. 

Top Chefs (CRUCC Style!) 

How can one eat good food and do good at the same 
time?  You’re invited to find out on Saturday, Novem-
ber 5th as some of the top chefs at Christ Church (okay, 
members of the church staff. . .) have a chili cook-off.  It 
will be fun and will raise funds for the UCC’s Mission 1 
project to alleviate hunger. (www.ucc.org/mission1/) 

Mark, Michelle, Terry, Debbie, Gail, Patrick and Aman-
da and Lisa and Mike will each prepare their finest chili.  
You’ll have the chance to sample each and vote for the 
top version. 

Cost for the event is $11.11 for adults and $1.11 for 
children.  The price includes the chili and fixin’s, rolls, 
beverages and dessert.  The fun begins at 6:00. 

Children’s Center News  

It has been a very enjoyable first month as the new 
Director of the Children’s Center.  I appreciate everyone’s 
warm greetings.  It has been a pleasure getting to know 
everyone. 

We are currently enrolling for the 2011-2012 school 
year.  If you know of anyone looking for a preschool pro-
gram or all day child care services, don’t forget to refer 
them to the Children’s Center.  

Senior Choir News 

Have you been thinking you’d like to give the choir a 
try?  Well, here’s your chance.  Join us on October 29th 
from 8:00 to 3:00 for our Christmas Cantata retreat.  We 
will begin working on Christmas music, and many have 
joined us through the years, not being able to attend 
choir weekly all year. 

A portion of our practice time each week will be dedi-
cated to Christmas music, so those who can only join us 
for the Christmas season will not have to stay for our 
entire practices.  Please contact Terry Sparks at 240-409-
0049 for more information and to join us. 

Michelle’s Musings (continued) 

giving feels good in the moment, but sometimes it doesn’t.  Sometimes, writing that check hurts, or 
we feel unsettled, wondering if we can trust the recipient to make the most of our contribution.  Other 
times we recoil from giving because we don’t like the voices of inner judgment or resistance we hear.  
But we love Christ, so giving is what we do, regardless. 

Sometime, finding our happy place takes a lot of soul searching.  But as Paul says, if it isn’t in the 
pure satisfaction of making a difference, then go find it somewhere else: maybe in knowing that 
you’ve risked letting go of some control, are setting a good example, or are trying something new.  
There are any number of ways that we can dig deep and find the joy in giving.  But ultimately, says 
Paul, the joy must connect with knowing that we have pleased God, not because God requires a payment but because 
God smiles when we glorify him through acts of love: when we step out in faith, trust one another, and take a chance 
on something new for the Kingdom.  Now that’s a happy place. 

~ Michelle   
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Notes 



 

Children’s Church 

This month in Children’s Church, we are learning about  
Creativity (Imagine that!) – Using your imagination to do something unique. 

 

Memory Verse:  “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  Ephesians 2:10  

Week 1: October 2nd – You were created, so you can be creative. 
Bible Story: Just His Imagination (Creation story) 

Genesis 1:1-2:1 
 
Week 2: October 9th – Use your imagination to think big. 
Bible Story: A Tisket, A Tasket (Moses and Miriam) 

Exodus 1:22-2:10 
 
Week 3: October 16th – Use your imagination to make your mark. 
Bible Story: More Than Words (David’s final words) 

2 Samuel 23:1-2 
 
Week 4: October 23rd – Use your imagination to do more good. 
Bible Story: This Little Light of Mine (Sermon on the Mount, salt and light),  

Matthew 5:14-16 
 
Week 5: October 30th – Imagine what could happen if everyone used their gifts together. 
Bible Story:   We’re All in This Together (Believers share life together) 

Acts 2:42-47 

Christian Education 

 

 
 

 

October 30 Cemeteries, Saints, Sounds, and Celebrations 
 (6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.) 
 Come to a party unlike any other this season!  Learn about the Christian roots of 

Halloween while enjoying treats, a few tricks, entertainment, and a very special 
seasonal mini-concert on our new organ. 

 

Oct. 16-Nov. 27 Elementary grades begin rehearsal for the Christmas Program:  iHope 
Christmas 

 Rehearsal will primarily begin at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School will still be available for 
those choosing not to be in the Christmas Program. 

 

December 3 Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal  
 (11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.) (lunch will be provided) 
 

December 4 iHope Christmas (10:30 Worship Service) 
 Christmas Craft Workshop (2:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.) 



Middletown Heritage Days 

Thank You Notes 

Middletown Heritage Days Results 
Thanks to everyone who helped out and made Heritage Days a success for the church.  
It was great to see so many folks pitching in, either in the kitchen, at the bake table, 
selling crafts, and last but not least lending a helping hand to clean up at day’s end.  
And, a special thanks to Joyce and Richard Kefauver, who have been working behind the 
scenes preparing food and shopping for our lunch and to Keith Zecher for managing the 
kitchen. 
As a result of all your hard work, crafts was able to raise $154, the bake table/apple dumplings raised 

$674.50, the Quilt Raffle raised $350.35, and the Social Room Lunch (and apple dumplings) raised 

$1,798.97 for a total of $2,977.82 

Many thanks and much appreci-
ation for all the beautiful birth-
day cards and messages that I 
received on September 13th.  
Our church is definitely one that 
supports their members in 
many different ways. 

~Thanks again,  
Judy Brandenburg 

Our family would like to thank all 
our church family that contributed 
and walked in the 10th Annual Buddy 
Walk for Down Syndrome on Sep-
tember 17th.  We are very blessed to 
be part of this wonderful congrega-
tion who always supports Clark and 
our family.  Thank you so much !! 

~Blessings,  
Keith, Lorena, Craig, Caleb and Clark  



Community Outreach 

Christ Reformed Softball Team 
Big kudos to the Christ Reformed UCC softball team.  They completed the Frederick 
County Church Softball League’s first-ever undefeated season (34-0)!  Congratulations 
to team captain, Craig Zecher, and all the players, which included: 
Mitch Baker, Alden Berner, Jerrod Cline, Dan Coffey, Phil Cooper, Jordan Dadario, Fred 
Dodge, Lynley Figuerelle, Nicholas Fink, Jake Fisher, Josh Fisher, Nicholas Gunther, 
Craig Haupt, Mike Lapadula, Peggy Lawrence, Gil Ohler, Travis Pfistner, Bobby Riggs Jr., 
Robby Tucker, Caleb Zecher, Keith Zecher and Lorena Zecher. 
 

Around the Congregation 

JULY ® SEPT 
2011 

Our Church has  
donated over 
374 food 
bank items 
to the  
Middletown 
Food Bank 
Well Done! 

 

PB&J for Hoffman Homes  
Great job everyone!   
We collected 89 jars of peanut butter and jelly for Hoffman Homes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Zecher Family, along with friends, participated in the 10th 
Annual Buddy Walk for Down Syndrome on September 17th

 



Around the Congregation (continued) 

Baptisms  
Paityn Shew, daughter of Matt & Nicole Shew was baptized on September 4, 2011. 

 

Weddings  
Phillip Michael Tucker, Sr. & Jaimie Lynn Walizer were wed on September 16, 2011. 

September 2011 

 8:15 am 10:30 am 

September 4 71 120 

September 11 63 139 

September 18 76 125 

September 25 50 93 

September Average — 184 

2011 Average — 195 

SOUND TECHNICIANS 

October 2 Tony Verdi 

October 9 Luke Verdi 

October 16 Chris Johnson 

October 23 Nick Fink  

October 30 Tony Verdi 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 
October 2 Robyn Bramhall 

October 9 Wendy Campbell 

October 16 Paige Gorman 

October 23 Mary Johnson 

October 30 Kim Hughes 

USHERS 
October 2 Team 3 

October 9 Team 4 

October 16 Team 5 

October 23 Team 6 

October 30 Team 1 

MIDDLE SCHOOL HELPERS 

October 2 Ethan Remsberg 

October 9 Tyler Nice 

October 16 Cara Johnson 

October 23 Cody Brandenburg 

October 30 Travis Tasker 

LAYREADERS 

October 2 Gail Johnson 

October 9 Gregg Petermann 

October 16 Janet Lawler-Heavner 

October 23 Ruth Falconer 

October 30 Andrew Corl 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS/ GROUPS  

October 2 Sarah & Gregg Petermann 

October 9 Deanie & Lee Warren 

October 16 Lorena & Keith Zecher 

October 23 Laura & Tony Verdi 

 and Property Board 

October 30 Diana & Lewis Corl 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

October 2 Bonnie Keller 

October 9 Bunny Cramer 

October 16 Jean Frock 

October 23 Andrew Corl 

October 30 Wendy Campbell 



The Book Club 
The Book Club will meet on the following Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish 
House to discuss: 
 

October 26: State of Wonder by Ann Patchett.  A medical doctor sets off into the 
Amazon jungle to find the remains and effects of a colleague who died under 
mysterious circumstances.  

 

November 16:  Heaven is for Real: A Little Boy’s Astounding Story of His Trip to Heaven and Back by Todd 
Burpo and Lynn Vincent.  A young boy emerges from life-saving surgery with remarkable stories of his visit to 
heaven.  

Plan Your Calendar  

Basket Class 
By request we will be weaving an attractive decora-
tion for your front door. This basket is made with a 
large pre-finished Williamsburg handle with your 
choice of color for the accent rows.  Sunflowers are 
not included!!  The cost to make this basket is 
$14.00. The classes will be in the held in the Parish 
House on Tuesday, October 18, at 6:30 p.m. 
and Tuesday, October 25, at 12:30 p.m. Please 
add your name to the sign-up in the narthex. See 
Gail Johnson or Diana Corl for more information.  

Youth Church Yard Sale 
The annual church yard sale will be on Saturday, October 8th.  We still need volunteers to help 
the youth anytime between 6:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.  We are also looking for furniture and house-
hold items to sell.  It’s a great chance to do some fall cleaning for a good cause!  All proceeds will 
go towards youth projects and The Honduras Partnership.  If you are available to help out or have 
items to donate, please contact Amanda Shafer at AmandaShafer81@gmail.com or 301-305-3272 . 

Choir Retreat  

October 29, 2011 
8:00ì3:00 
Skycroft  

Cemeteries, Saints, Sounds, & Celebrations:  
A Halloween Event for Children of All Ages  

Sunday, October 30 th  
6:00 p.m. -  8:00 p.m. 

Come and learn about the Christian roots of halloween  
at a party unlike any other this season featuring......   

~spooky music on our new organ~  
~guest magician~ 

~intricate balloon animals~  
 

Since “saints” are the heroes of our faith, those inclined to dress up for the occasion are encouraged to come dressed 
as their favorite hero (someone who has made a positive difference in the world or represents a virtue we admire).  

Those dressed as heroes will be invited to form the Parade of Heroes through the Sanctuary. 

 



 

Christ Reformed 
United Church of Christ 

Rev. Mark Wakefield, Pastor 
Rev. Michelle Beadle, Associate Pastor 

 

Contemporary Worship  8:15 a.m. 
Sunday School for All Ages 9:15 a.m. 

Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Coffee Hour following Worship 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

301-371-6610 
Fax: 301-371-6912 

christreformeducc@comcast.net 
www.christreformeducc.org 

 

P.O. Box 333 
12 South Church Street 

Middletown , Maryland  21769 

 

Non Profit Organization 

U.S.  Postage Paid 

PERMIT 2202 

Frederick, Maryland  21701 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Reaching out to help people to know God through Jesus Christ. 
Equipping people to love God through the community of faith. 

Sending people to serve God throughout the world. 

 

CHRIST CHURCH  
CHILDRENõS CENTER 

301-371-0360 
Daycare ð Early Learning Center  

Kindergarten thru 5 th  Grade  
6:30 a.m. ð 6:00 p.m.  

Monday ð Friday  

 
Please join us at the 2011 Harvest Celebration on  

October 23rd for an afternoon of fun and fellowship.  
There is a sign- up sheet in the narthex if you would 

like to bake a cake for the cake auction.  Games, baked 
goodies, food, and scarecrow- making will be available 

at the celebration. (see Insert for more details)  
Hope to see you there!  


