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No matter where you are on lifeõs journey, you are welcome here.   
Because Jesus has taught us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength,  

and mind, and to love our neighbors as ourselves, we invite people of every race, ethnicity, sexual  
orientation, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability into the worship, 

rites and sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church. 

Markings 

Over the next few weeks there will be no shortage of articles, programs 
and conversations related to the 10th anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist at-
tacks.  The scenes of that morning are burned in our memory like few other 
events of our lifetime.  We know where we were when we first heard the 
news.  We remember the feelings of disbelief, anger and sadness.   

Some said in the days and weeks after the attacks, ñWeôll never be the 
same.ò  Itôs easy to see how that is true when it comes to matters of securi-
ty.  Future generations will listen disbelievingly when we tell them how we 
were able not so long ago to arrive at the airport 15 minutes before our 
flight.  Theyôll marvel that metal detectors and backpack screenings were 
not a part of visiting the museums in D.C. and how Homeland Security was 
more likely the name of a rock group than a federal agency.  The anniver-
sary prods us to revisit the events and ask, ñWhat is different about us?ò  
Hopefully the answer isnôt limited to security measures and stranger anxiety. 

Iôd say 10 years down the road we know a bit more about Islam and 
realize we canôt caricature its believers as we once did.  I remember when 
Imam Yahya Hendi and some members of the Islamic Society of Frederick 
visited with us one Sunday morning in the aftermath of 9/11.  A member of 
our congregation said he was a bit surprised that his doctor was one of the 
guests.  The visit allowed him to see someone he liked and trusted was a 
Muslim, a professional and an American just like him.  Such interactions al-
lowed us to normalize the ñotherò and realize that the attacks had nothing 
to do with genuine religious faith.  They were the acts of some evil men 
who cloaked their deeds in religious language.  Likewise the knee-jerk reac-
tion of some Christians who sought to demonize Muslims represented not 
religious values, but bigotry.   

Iôd say weôve also learned again that our nation can pull together in 
times of challenge.  The recent partisan bickering in Washington and the 
prospect of a 2012 presidential contest devoid of substance shouldnôt lead 
us to believe we are unalterably at war with ourselves.  The willingness of 
so many men and women to put themselves in harmôs way at their nationôs 
call to serve in Afghanistan and Iraq speaks of real selflessness.  In re-
sponse to things large (Hurricane Katrina) and small (a fire in our church) 
we have proven again that we can overcome self interest and work for the 
common good. 

At a staff meeting Michelle said what is different is our ability to identify 
with the suffering of others.  Word of human -made tragedies in other coun-
tries now evokes not just sympathy, but empathy.   

In Romans the apostle Paul says ñsuffering produces endurance, endur-
ance produces character and character produces hope.ò  It is hope, at last, 
that must be born anew in us if we are to really absorb the lessons of 9/11.  

(Continued on page 2) 

September 10 th  



Over the next few weeks we will have a physical symbol of that hope in our worship space.  We 

are creating a Wall of Hope and we invite you to write on it.  ñThe lessons of hope I learned 

from 9/11 are . . .?ò  ñMy great hope is . . .?ò  How would you answer those questions?  The wall 
will be up throughout the week and you are invited to stop by and add your thoughts.  On Sun-
day morning, September 11th, we will focus our worship on the response of hope.  

In addition on Wednesday evening, September 7th, you are invited to come to the church for 
a time of reflection on the 10 th anniversary.  Between 6:30 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. the sanctuary will be open for qui-
et prayer and the labyrinth will be set up in the chapel.  We invite you to use that space and time for remember-
ing and for hoping.  

~Mark 

(Continued from page 1) 

Childrenôs Center News  

Again, I want to thank all Christ Reformed mem-
bers for their kindness shown me over the years.  I 
know everyone will welcome the new director as 
warmly as I was.  You have helped me grow as a per-
son and I will miss everyone.  Thanks to Mickey and 
Lee for the most recent project that you volunteered 
your time to make.  Your support and the support of 
the church keep the Center strong.  We have grown a 
great program togetherðkeep up the good work!    

~ Louisa Potts 

Welcome ðChildrenôs Center Director 

Angela Lynch is our new director of the Childrenôs 
Center.  She lives in the Middletown community and 
has two children; Hannah who is six years old and 
Gavin who will be turning two in December.  Angela is 
a graduate of Middletown High School and is very ex-
cited to be able to give back to the community that 
she grew up in.  

Angela began working in the childcare industry in 
1999 and obtained an associates degree in Early Child-
hood Development from Frederick Community College.  
She has a true passion and love for working with chil-
dren and helping others.  She is looking forward to 
getting to know all of the staff and families from the 
Childrenôs Center as well as the Christ Reformed 
Church community. 

Kitchen Coordinator Needed  

We are in need of a coordinator for the kitchen 
during Heritage Saturday on September 24 th .  The 
food and support staff will be provided, but we need 
someone to organize and keep everything running 
smoothly.  If you are interested, please contact Gail 
Johnson in the church office. 

Church Yard Sale  

The annual church yard sale will be on Saturday,  
October 8 th .  We need volunteers to help the youth 
anytime between 6:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.  Please 
sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex.  We are 
also looking for furniture and household items to 
sell.  Itôs a great chance to do some fall cleaning for 
a good cause!  All proceeds will go towards youth 
projects and The Honduras Partnership.  Please con-
tact Amanda Shafer at AmandaShafer81@gmail.com 
or 301-305-3272 if you are available to help out or 
have items to donate. 

Conversation on Church Membership  

If you have been thinking about joining Christ 
Reformed UCC or simply wish to know more about 
our history and program we invite you to a time of 
conversation on Tuesday, September 20 th  at 7:00 
p.m. in the Parish House.  Childcare can be provided 
if needed.  If you are interested please speak to 
Mark or Michelle.  

A Name with that Face  

Name on the tip of your tongue?  Tired of not 
being able to put a name with the face?  We want to 
help!  Within the next month, the Discipleship Board 
will be passing out a short and concise form (at both 
services) for you to fill out.  These forms will be the 
basis for Name Tags.  Design is underway for a dis-
play system where the nametags will be stored. 
Keep an eye out for this new, greeting -friendly sys-
tem. 
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Notes 



 

Childrenõs Church 

This month in Childrenôs Church, we are learning about  
Knowledge ï Discovering something new so you can be better at  

whatever you do.  
Memory Verse:   ñAnd Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor  

with God and man.ò Luke 2:52  

Week 1:  September 4 th  ï I need to make wise choices.  
Since God knows everything, I should discover what God says. 
Bible Story: Student Council (12-year-old Jesus in the Temple), Luke 2:41-52 
 

Week 2:  September 11 th  ï I can trust God no matter what.  
When I discover what God says, it helps me trust Him more.  
Bible Story: The Son Also Rises (Jesus baptized by John the Baptist), Luke 3:21-23 
 

Week 3:  September 18 th  ï I need to make wise choices.  
When I discover what God says, I can make wiser choices. 
Bible Story: The Devil Went Down to the Desert (Jesus is tempted in the desert), Luke 4:1 -13 
 

Week 4:  September 25 th  ï I should treat others the way I want to be treated.  
When I discover what God says, I know how I should treat others.  
Bible Story: Hometown Teacher (Jesus teaching in the synagogue as a 30-year-old), Luke 4:14-30 

Thank You Notes 

An appreciative member of the Called to Care 

ministry wishes to send a thank you to the 
anonymous donor that left a roll of stamps on 

the church secretaryôs desk to be forwarded to 
me for use by the Called to Care ministry. 

THANK YOU for the blessing and such caring. 

~Margie Hurd    

Dear Christ Reformed Church Congregation, 

The Kokopelli Winds would like to extend their sincere thanks and gratitude to Christ Church for hosting the Middletown Food 

Bank Benefit Recital on July 24.  The acoustics of the Sanctuary have been greatly improved!  The sound is now very ñliveò 

reverberating beautifully throughout and is a pleasure to play in.  I am sure this has added to the ambience of church servic es 

and will enhance the music provided by Christ Reformed Churchôs excellent music program.  A special thanks to Terry Sparks 

for help and support in coordinating this recital!  Also a huge thank you to Vi Burriss, Chris Brandenburg, Judy Hood and Ter ry 

for hosting the reception afterwards.  A total of 229 food items were contributed to the Middletown Food Bank and I am cer-

tain they are very appreciative as well.  Thanks to all for a pleasant afternoon of giving, music and fellowship.  

~ Doug Remsberg 

Dear Friends of Christ Reformed, 

On behalf of all of us at Middletown Valley People Help-

ing People, I would like to thank you for your generous 

donation of $500.  Your contribution makes it possible 

for us to support programs for Seniors and serve the 

needy families in our local communities.  Thank you for 

your on-going commitment to MVPHP. 

~Sincerely, Mary Straits, Secretary 

I would like to thank all of you for your prayers, cards, 

visits, phone calls and memorial fund donations in 
memory of Donnie.  Thanks to the ladies who served us a 

wonderful meal, Chris Johnson for the bell ringing and for 
playing Donnieôs favorite song.  Thanks to Diana Corl for 

the beautiful altar flowers and the Called to Care group for 

their kindness.  A special thanks to Mark for a wonderful 
service that me and my family will never forget.  

~God Bless All of You, Pat Wiles & Family  

Thank you for your cards, prayers and 

concern at the time of my battle with 
cancer.  I am now doing great.  All 

seems to be going well. 
~Thank you, Kevin Fox  



Christian Education 

 
 
 

(Three sessions )  
Have you ever struggled to understand why bad things sometime happen to good people, or whether 
a belief in God meshes well with the physicist's theories of the universe? The "Downstairs Discussion 
Group" (temporarily meeting in the parlor of the Parish House) will take up these questions, starting 
on September 11 th  at 9:15 . 
Bill Steigelmann will outline the answers developed by theologians and philosophers throughout the 
ages, ending with how those who have adopted a "Process Theology" viewpoint answer them.  This is 
no way an attempt to get converts -- it is only intended to provide some possible answers for consid-
eration.  Anyone who ponders the hard questions about God's involvement in the universe will be in-
terested in the material presented -- it is sure to be interesting even if you don't agree with any "new 
concepts."  Bill will also outline some of the most recent theories of physicists as they attempt to ex-
plain how matter interacts, and will show how God may fit into their theory.  
 

September 11:  God's Power  
September 18:  The New Physics  

September 25:  Who are YOU?  

 

 

 
 
September 4  2010 -2011 Sunday School Curriculum Kick -off Celebration  
 Each class is invited to gather and celebrate the beginning of a new 

year of study and fellowship. Bibles will be presented to 4 th graders and kindergar-
teners.   

 
September 10/11  Second Annual  All -Church Camp -Out and Rally Day  
 Check our web site for more information.  
 
October 30  Cemeteries, Saints, Sounds, and Celebrations  
 (6:00 p.m. ï 8:00 p.m.)  
 Come to a party unlike any other this season!  Learn about the Christian roots of 

Halloween while enjoying treats, a few tricks, entertainment, and a very special 
seasonal mini-concert on our new organ.  Details to follow.  

 
Oct. 16 -Nov. 27  Elementary grades begin rehearsal for the Christmas Program:  iHope 

Christmas  
 Rehearsal will primarily begin at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School will still be available for 

those choosing not to be in the Christmas Program. 
 
December 3  Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal   
 (11:00 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m.) (lunch will be provided)  

 
December 4  iHope Christmas (10:30 Worship Service)  



Around the Congregation  

Baptisms  
Malia Johnson , daughter of Mary and Michael 

Johnson was baptized on July 31, 2011. 

 

Lucy Roessler, daughter of Kate and Phil Roessler 

and great-granddaughter of Jack and Marcia  

Remsberg, was baptized on August 28, 2011. 

July 2011  

 8:15 am 10:30 am 

July 3 38 107 

July 10 55 81 

July 17 61 99 

July 24 69 85 

July 31 64 116 

July Average ð 155 

2011 Average ð 199 

SOUND TECHNICIANS 

September 4 Tony Verdi 

September 11 Luke Verdi 

September 18 Chris Johnson 

September 25 Nick Fink  

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 
September 4 Windy Tasker 

September 11 Joyce Kefauver 

September 18 Pat Wiles 

September 25 Renee Weston 

USHERS 
September 4 Team 5 

September 11 Team 6 

September 18 Team 1 

September 25 Team 2 

MIDDLE SCHOOL HELPERS 

September 4 Cody Huffer 

September 11 Tyler Nice 

September 18 Travis Tasker 

September 25 Cara Johnson 

LAYREADERS 

September 4 Gail Patrick 

September 11 David Cutler 

September 18 Paul Fink 

September 25 Ruth Falconer 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS/ GROUPS  

September 4 Shirley & Mickey Keller 

September 11 Anita & Ed link  

September 18 Gloria & Terry Tasker 

September 25 Lisa & Mike Remsberg 

 and Called to Care Group 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

September 4 Bill & Ruth Falconer 

September 11 Robyn Shafer 

September 18 Stephanie Mekkelson 

September 25 Laura & Tony Verdi 

August 2011  

 8:15 am 10:30 am 

August 7 63 105 

August 14 57 98 

August 21 49 116 

August 28 90 113 

August Average ð 173 

2011 Average ð 196 

 




