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No matter where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.   
Because Jesus has taught us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, strength,  

and mind, and to love our neighbors as ourselves, we invite people of every race, ethnicity, sexual  
orientation, age, marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability into the worship, 

rites and sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church. 

Michelle’s Musings:  Making the Most of Your New Year’s Revolution 

January 29  
6:00-8:00 PM 

Dinner & fellowship at the church 

Middle School Youth Middle School Youth Middle School Youth 
Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events    

Revolution is a loaded word in American culture, simultaneously con-
juring images of tri -corner hats, marches on Washington, and passionate 
appeals to turn the power structures of the world upside down.  Whatev-
er images come to mind for us personally, we usually think of a revolu-
tion as a dramatic turnaround ï a profound change in direction.  But 
weôre wrong, at least in a literal sense.  Because ñrevolutionò actually 
means going back to the place where you first started.  

Yes, Jesus was a revolutionary, but not in that he was starting some-
thing new ï not really.  Quite to the contrary, Jesus himself proclaimed 
that he ódid not come to abolish the Law and the Prophets, but to fulfill 
them.ô  The Word of God was with God in the beginning, at the founda-
tion of the world.  While popular culture assails us with the message that 
a healthy life is one that never looks back, this is not our Christian herit-
age.  Our faith tradition reminds us that in order to make any progress 
at all, we need to go back.  Weôre not creatures of straight lines with for-
ward facing arrows, weôre creatures that revolve.  

And God seems to have a preference for things that spin.  Looking 
around we see moons, planets, and galaxies all spinning.  In fact, recent 
studies indicate that the universe itself is spinning.  Even subatomic par-
ticles óspinô according to their own mysterious laws.  The Bible may not 
have an appendix explaining Godôs preference for things that spin, but 
who needs one with such a magnificent display as the one that dances 
across the dome of the sky, day and night? 

Our lives spin too - with the seasons and with the cycle of life.  And at 
an even more intimate level, we spin through our life experiences: birth-
days, wedding anniversaries, the church calendar, and even job perfor-
mance reviews.  But there is also a subconscious circular rhythm to our 
lives ï one that we donôt necessarily mark on a calendar but which influ-
ences us.  Have you ever had a profound experience at a particular time 
of year, and although you think of it as óancient history,ô you still find 
yourself getting nostalgic or blue when the angle and light of the sun 
casts the same shade as it did that time whené or the chill in the breeze 
feels like that day whené  Our senses can act like a time machine when 

(Continued on page 2) 

Annual Congregational Meeting  
The annual meeting of the congregation will be held on Sunday, January 22 nd , 2012 at 9:15 am in the 
Chapel during the Sunday School hour.  The meeting is a time to look back over the past year, elect officers, 
and consider any other business brought forth by members.  Please plan to join us. 



quate coverage during the 10:30 service.  Volunteers 
rotate throughout the year, usually only being called 
upon to cover every few months.  But our volunteer 
roster is dwindling, and the burden on those who have 
stepped forward is getting heavier. Please consider 
adding your name to the roster by contacting Debbie 
Bruns in the church office.  It is the responsibility of all 
members of the congregation, regardless of gender or 
life stage, to ensure that these youngest members of 
our church family are well cared for.  

Children’s Center News  

December was a very exciting month at the Chil-
dren's Center.  We had some special visitors from our 
local Lions Club do preschool eye exams earlier in the 
month.  We also performed for all of our families and 
friends at our annual Christmas Program.  We would 
like to give a great big THANKS to Ms. Terry for all of 
her hard work and dedication with the kids to put on 
such a great show!  A great time was had by all!  We 
also had a visit from Santa Claus! The kids enjoyed 
sitting on Santa's lap and getting their pictures taken 
with him.  

We would like to wish everyone a very safe, happy 
holiday season from all of us at the Children's Center! 

Michelle’s Musings (continued) 

they pick up on the right cues in our environment.  

Ironically, spinning is how we move forward, not because weôre caught on some repetitious 
loop, but because unlike the orbits of the cosmos, we donôt revolve in circles.  We revolve in 
spirals.  When we swing back around on the outer rings of our lifeôs spiral and revisit mo-
ments in time, weôre not the same person we were before, and through the fresh eyes of a 
new perspective, one with a little distance, we can find that our past, for all its pain and its 
glory, is a gift.  

Such is the revolutionary call of Christ - not that we should reject what God created us to be in favor of 
some future illusion of perfection, but that we should continually reach back, deep into that moment when 
we were fashioned in the Divine Image.  Weôre challenged by God to reclaim our inheritance, when the laws 
of justice and compassion and dignity were woven into the fabric of our very beings.  

This year, consider challenging yourself to make your New Yearôs Revolution an intentional experience.  
Embrace the trip back around to gaze across the spiral at what once was.  Take time to remember and remi-
nisce, to weep and laugh in honor of, to witness a past moment in your mindôs eye and find a compassion for 
yourself and others where you never found it before.  Ask the unspoken questions that are dragging down 
your journey or maybe utter the words too long neglected that will propel your journey forward.  

The past is a gift from God, not necessarily for what it was, but for how it can move us closer to God to-
day.  We arenôt supposed to live in our past, but we arenôt capable of abandoning either.  Itôs seems to be 
part of Godôs pleasure that we should spin, sailing along the spiraling horizon of our life.  Our own New Yearôs  
Revolution will happen ï itôs up to us to make the most of the ride. 

~ Michelle 
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Notes 

Called to Care Notes  

Now that the hustle bustle of Christmas has begun to 
settle down and everyone has been busy thinking of  
everyone but yourself, itôs time to take a few minutes to 
take a deep breath and do something for yourself.  

As we all know your feet and ankles hold us up every-
day as we rush here and there so its important that we 
treat them with a little TLC.  

While you are snuggled under your blankets on a win-
ter morning a few little easy exercises can be done be-
fore you get out of bed and begin your day.  

1. Stretch out your legs and flex and point your feet 
10 times. 

2. Circle your ankles to the left making a circle and 
then to the right making a circle 10 times.  

3. Roll your legs in and out a few times to get the 
blood flowing. 

4. Open and close your hands and fingers a few times 
also and circle the wrists to the right and the left.  

We at Call to Care wish you a very Happy New Year!  

Help Needed  

Our Nursery program is a vital ministry that needs 
your help!  Although we have a paid Nursery Attendant, 
we also need a volunteer assistant to help ensure ade-
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Basket Class  

The basket class will start 2012 with the Shelf Storage Basket.  This large basket has 
leather handles and is reinforced on the sides and rims making it a very sturdy bas-

ket.  There will be a choice of color for the overlays and accent weavers.  We will 
begin the basket in January and complete it in February.  The cost of this class is 

$20.00.  The January classes will meet on Tuesday, January 17 at 6:30 p.m.  and Tuesday, January 

24 at 12:30 p.m. in the Parish House.  February classes will meet on Tuesday, February 21 and Tues-
day, February 28.  Question about the class?  See Diana Corl or Gail Johnson.  So that we have enough 

materials for everyone, please add your name to the sign-up on the narthex bulletin board.  

 
 

Matthew H. Corl, Guest Organist 

Edgar Bower & Douglas Remsberg, Guest Musicians 

Christ Reformed United Church of Christ  

12 South Church Street  §  Middletown, MD  

301.371.6610  §  www.christreformeducc.org  

Reception to follow concert. 

Craft Night  

Our January craft night will be on Friday, January 
20 th  in the Social Room.  Please join us for a social 

time with fellow crafters.  Any and all crafters are wel-
come: card makers, scrapbookers, needlecrafts, etc.  

Feel free to bring your own dinner/refreshments.  

Craft time will begin @ 6 pm and possibly go as late 
as 11 pm.  Please let Beth Scott know if you'll be join-

ing them so she may set-up the room appropriately. 

Community Outreach 

Save the Date!  
 

Sunday, FEBRUARY 5 
Sign -up to serve  

or provide a dessert!  

Community Outreach For 2011 
Alternative Gift Fair  (Hosted by The Discipleship Board) 
 ð $2,245 was collected to benefit eight non -profit organizations 
White Gift Service Collection  
 ð Over 250 items collected for Community Living 
Discipleship Board Direct Giving  
 ð $1,000 to Hoffman Homes for Youth 
 ð $1,425 to Religious Coalition for Human Needs 
 ð $925 to Middletown Valley People Helping People 
 ð $425 to Growing Project 
 ð $425 to Hope Alive 
 ð $425 to Advocates for the Homeless 
 ð $425 to Frederick County Rescue Mission 
 ð $425 to Heifer Project 
Middletown Valley Food Pantry Collection  
 ð Over 2,200 food pantry items collected throughout 2011  
Hoffman Homes PB&J Collection  
 ð Over 89 jars of peanut butter and jelly collected  
Chili -Cook -off  
 ð $837 collected to benefit UCC:Mission 1 
Religious Coalition Benefit Concert  
 ð Over $1,000 collected for the Religious Coalition 

Thank you!  to everyone who partic
ipated in
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Dedication Concert 

Schantz Pipe Organ 
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Christmas Eve  

  

5:00 PM 124 

7:30 PM 388 

 

SOUND TECHNICIANS 
January 1  Nick Fink  

January 8  Tony Verdi 

January 15  Luke Verdi 

January 22  Matt Anticevich 

January 29  Chris Johnson 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 
January 1  Mary Johnson 

January 8  Nancy vom Lehn 

January 15  Renee Weston 

January 22  Beth Tucker 

January 29  Wendy Campbell 

USHERS 
January 1  Team 6 

January 8  Team 1 

January 15  Team 2 

January 22  Team 3 

January 29  Team 4 

MIDDLE SCHOOL HELPERS 
January 1 Keri Weston 

January 8 Kate Weston 

January 15 Jordan Bramhall 

January 22 Ethan Remsberg 

January 29 Tyler Nice 

LAYREADERS 
January 1 Margie Hurd 

January 8 David Cutler 

January 15 Paul Fink 

January 22 Gail Patrick 

January 29 TBD 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS/GROUPS  
January 1 Kathy & Dave Cutler 

January 8 Crystal & Paul Fink 

January 15 Nancy & Garry vom Lehn 

January 22 Wendy & Mike Campbell 

 Called to Care 

January 29 Tiffany & Andrew Corl 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
January 1 TBD 

January 8 Diana Corl 

January 15 TBD 

January 22 TBD 

January 29 TBD 

 

December 2011  

 8:15 am 10:30 am 

December 4 56 192 

December 11 64 136 

December 18 76 170 

December 25              88 

December Average ð 196 

2011 Average ð 198 

Thank You Notes 

THANK YOU to everyone that donated toys, books, and/or 

clothing items to our 3 rd Annual Toy Drive.  We completely 
ñstuffedò a full size pickup truck in addition to a 10ô trailer. Pas-

tor Janet (from the Faithful Servants COB) had a FREE 
ñshopping dayò for the parents and she said that ALL the items 

were distributed.  She also indicated that we are the only group 

that provides toys to these families at the holidays (who other-
wise might have nothing for their children), so PLEASE PLEASE 

keep us in mind during 2012 when you are ready to get rid of 
your gently used items.  If you do not want to wait until No-

vember, please contact me at 301-293-1806 to arrange pickup 
any time during the year. Thanks again for your generosity.  

~ Debbie Bruns 

The Discipleship Board would like to 

thank everyone who donated items for 
The Religious Coalition for Emergency 

Human Needs.  The response was 
overwhelming and the box was over-

flowing with all the wonderful dona-

tions.  Thank you for helping to spread 
some joy to those in need this holiday 

season. 



Children’s Church & Spirit Stars 

This month in Children’s Church, we are learning about  
January’s Virtue:  Self-Control (Game On!) – Choosing to do what you should do, not what 

you want to do.  
 

Memory Verse:   ñMy dear brothers and sisters, pay attention to what I say.  
Everyone should be quick to listen. But they should be slow to speak. 

They should be slow to get angry.ò James 1:19  

 

January 1 st  – God can give you the power to control yourself.  
Bible Story: Power (a broken-down wall), Proverbs 25:28 
 

January 8 th  – Pause before you lose your temper.  
Bible Story: Pause (slow to anger), Proverbs 16:32 
 

January 15 th  – Select your words carefully.  
Bible Story: Select (reckless words), Proverbs 12:18 
 

January 22 nd  – Know when to stop.  
Bible Story: Stop (too much of a good thing), Proverbs 25:16  
 

January 29 th  – Use the Bible to guide your thoughts.  
Bible Story: Guide (what you think about), Philippians 4:8  

 

 

Christ Reformed Giving Store Grand Re -opening: January 15 th  

This Year’s Best Source of Livestock for Heifer International 

We are pleased to announce that the Giving Store  will re-open its doors on January 15th!  
Among the available bulk merchandise you will find chicks, ducks, geese, and rabbits.  And for those interested 
in making a larger investment, we have sheep, goats, pigs, and llamas.  We even have a water buffalo and a 
heifer. 

The Christ Reformed Giving Store is a mission initiative within our Childrenôs Church and Spirit Stars Minis-
tries to help the children of our congregation experience the inherent joy of giving that springs from the Good 
News of Jesus Christ.  Through presence, participation, and particular achievements, children earn giving 
coins  that can be used to purchase items from the Giving Store for people in need within our community and 
around the world.  

The newest recipient of our Giving Store initiative is Heifer International, an organization dedicated to the 
eradication of hunger and poverty through the distribution of livestock and training in agricultural self -
sustainability.  Children will populate their own ódonation farmsô by using their giving coins to ópurchaseô animals 
for villages around the globe.  Children will learn about recipient communities and about the value and versatili-
ty of the livestock they donate.  We may even benefit from a real encounter with some of the animals in our 
Store. 

More information on the Heifer Project is available at Heifer.org.  Many thanks to the members of the Christ 
Reformed congregation and the Evangelism Board for their underwriting and support of this very important chil-
drenôs ministry initiative. 
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Christ Reformed 
United Church of Christ 

Rev. Mark Wakefield, Pastor 
Rev. Michelle Beadle, Associate Pastor 

 

Contemporary Worship  8:15 a.m. 
Sunday School for All Ages 9:15 a.m. 

Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Coffee Hour following Worship 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday: 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

301-371-6610 
Fax: 301-371-6912 

christreformeducc@comcast.net 
www.christreformeducc.org 

 

P.O. Box 333 
12 South Church Street 

Middletown , Maryland  21769 

 

Non Profit Organization 

U.S.  Postage Paid 

PERMIT 2202 

Frederick, Maryland  21701 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Reaching out to help people to know God through Jesus Christ. 
Equipping people to love God through the community of faith. 

Sending people to serve God throughout the world. 

 

CHRIST CHURCH  
CHILDRENõS CENTER 

301-371-0360 
Daycare ð Early Learning Center  

Kindergarten thru 5 th  Grade  
6:30 a.m. ð 6:00 p.m.  

Monday ð Friday  

Children and Youth Ministries at Christ Reformed 
The Race is On! 

 

Research shows that most kids form their entire idea of WHO GOD IS and CHOOSE WHETHER OR 
NOT they'll have a relationship with him before leaving 5th grade!  Our Children and Youth Ministries at 

Christ Reformed are devoted to helping our youngest members discover God for themselves through 
fellowship, service and exceptional curriculum introducing them to the Bible and to how their faith  

applies in everyday life. 
 

Spirit Stars and Childrenôs Church run concurrent with our Sunday worship services (8:15 and 
10:30),  providing elementary-aged children with worshipful  and practical experiences leading to a closer 
relationship with God.  Sunday School for all ages runs from 9:15-10:15 on Sunday mornings.  And we 

have dynamic youth groups for both Middle Schoolers and High Schoolers that meet regularly for  
fellowship, service, and conversation. 

 

Please take time to consider how the children and youth in your life (your  own kids or grandchildren, or 
their friends or other children in your neighborhood or circle of influence) would benefit from a reliable 

and regular Children or Youth Ministry experience.  Remember, they're only young once! 

 

 
 


